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e ADVAT

This is tre story of the htegirnirg of the lavid 7., Prandon

femily in 19202, as recalled bty the seconrd son, ‘hilip 1.
rendon., nformetion siven in this story was taker from

family records, letters, rpilctures, and fror stories =nd
tzles rerested over the —eers v verious members and
friends of e femilv, 't is quite rogsitle that everv-
tring reported mav not ne completely zccurate tut Is as
nezrly rorrect zs the suthor could deterrine from the in-
formetion #vailenle,

("torv written in 149471)

- How it 211 started

- Top tekes a2 wife

- Fom {and Top) tckes a trip

- Mom's first impression of ‘rkensas

- The log cebin end & new life style

- Tarming @nd gardening 2mong the rocks

- 7r. Tidings training in iique, Chio, pavs off in ‘/rkansas
- Lkelph fzron is btorn

- Visitors arrive

- / rew house is built

- More visitors

- funt Cedie's diery

- lincle “eer's two vear visit

- "Teves are to be explored" - zccording to Weer
- Eelph needs & school - Yor builds one

- The baby who couldn't wait for the doctor

- £ sudden decision - back to Chio

- Relph end family visit Arkaenses in 1941
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In the early nineteen hundreds, land could bte acgulired in
Arkansas through the iomestead fct, In 1901 myv fether, David
Clement Brandon, &s a young man, heard about this opportunity
and made a trip from Chio, where he lived, to frkenses to
investigate the possibility of securing some of this "free
land."

He explored the land in the eree available for home-
steading, and selected & section that looked good to him,
It was in a mountsinous, rough area, located in the Czerk
Mountains in Northwest Arkansas, Some of the land hetween
the hills was flat enough, if cleared, it could be developed
into farm land. There was alsc 2 fine stand of virgin timber
that would be availeble to ssw into lumber with which he
could construct the buildings he would need.

On the advertised date, Pop was out bright and early to
stake the 80 acre section he had chosen. He then went to the
Homestead Bureau Land office in Harrison, Arkansas. Or their
map he identified the area he had staked for his requested
homestead. He was the first to request this specific acreasge
and it was recorded and Fop was giver a temporary deed for
the 80 acres.

The only requirement to hold the homestead trect of land
was that the homesteader must "live on the land and develop it."
After a specified number of years, the deed for the land would
be cleared and oeccupancy was no longer required, It could
then be sold, if the owner so desired.

The newly acquired property was in Searcy County, which
is located in northwest Arkansas, just south of the Buffalo
River in an area now called Cozahome. Marshall was the county
geat of Searcy County and Harriet and Big ¥lat were the
closest small communities. Their post office wes in Harriet.
Yellville, to their north and Marshall to their south, each
about 20 or 25 miles from the homestead, had railway connections,
and some retail stores, banks, and office buildings.

As soon as everything was official, Pop sent a letter to
his bride~to-be, Mary Zvelyn Vantilburg, who was living in
Piqua, Ohio, where she was employed by a doctor whose name
was Tidings. Pop told her about his success in getting the
homestead land grant and suggested that as soon as he could
get a log cabin and barn built, he would return to Chio for
the wedding., They would then return to Arkasnsas to live and
develop the new land as their home.

The story that came down through the years - which varied
according to who told it - would indicate that VMom was not &3
enthusiastic about the new venture as my Pop. In fact several
members of Mom's family defiritely opposed the idea snd were
quick to express their feelings.
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op contirued with his rvlans however, =vi
for the -uilal e also huilt & sawrill znd
tre lumber needed. He kept Mom informed of =is

ignored her ow»jections., OThe continousl made
"zoirg into trat Srvkansas wilderness to live,"

en the cabin erd herns were finished, znd the small
fields clesred and plented with grass to be used tc feed the
enimsls later --- “op went back to Chio., Cxn “ev 7, 19702, =t
rigua, Chio, in the ¥ethodist Church, my For and fom were
merried. Irn = few deys, after severzl parties, and s "belling"
given hv the roung reotvle of the familv end rneighbtorhood,

trey becan to essemble end pack the items they would like to
take to ‘rkarses.

! few weeks zfter the wedding the newlv-weds hozrded =
train in Tique, Chio - with their lugrmage ard hoxes contsining
most of threir personel belorgings - and hegan their journev to
frkenses. It was to te en experience that would bring 2hout 2
whole new life stvle for them. Vears lséter thner would look
bzck to this period and reczll man- apny 25 well as
tre sad experiences they hed during their more thar <er Te&rs
in frkansas.
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MOM'S FIRST IMIRESSION OF ARKANGAD

The roads they traveled on the way to the homestead
turned out to be primarily logging roads through the forest.
They were full of holes and covered with 21l sizes of rocks.
There were only a2 few bridges and the streams had to be forded.
To make it even more uncomfortable - the trip was plagued with
thunder storms. (rn several occasions the creeks and strezms
were swift and almost up to the wagon ted, when they had to
cross them.

After e long end irying experience, they end 2ll their
"earthly belongings" pulled into & clearing and op ennounced
proudly, "There she is, Mary." ¥om's first view of "the farm"
must have given her a mixed emotional experience, She saw
the log cabin and barn which was enclosed by a rail fence at
the end of a long lane. On either side of the lane were some
cleared areas - which were to be used for crops and grazing.
The rest of the area she could see was rough and covered with
trees of various sizes and kinds.

When the wagon came to a stop in front of the cabin, Fop
ingisted on picking Mom up and carrying her across the cabin
"threshold" - the way every good groom should do with a new
bride. Apparently all this was too much for Mom's emotions
because I remember hearing Fop tell of this experience in
later years and he said "Mary cried like 2 baby."

When he lowered Mom to the floor inside the cabin, their
first deep breath almost choked them., The cabin had been
boarded up tightly for more than three months and was damp and
musty. The o0ld ashes left in the fireplace gave off an old
smoky odor. Mom said meny times - as she recalled this
experience - that her morale at this point was the lowest it
ever got in all her years in Arkansas. She declared that
had there been a way - she would have "packed up and gone
home to Mother."

The horses, who were named Doll and Topsey, were un-
hitched, watered, put in the barn and fed., while Pop wes
doing these chores, Nom started to look more closely &t the
cabin and its surroundings. She found a homemade broom,
that Pop had acquired from a neighbor, and began sweeping the
dust, cobwebs, and dirt from the walls and rough board floors.
When she came to the fireplace hearth - she let out a blood
curdling scream., A lerge ringneck black snake slithered pest
her and went out through the open door, This brought Top on
a run from the barn to see what had happened., It took some
time to quiet NMom but after Top had convinced her the snake
was gone and "that black snakes are friends of people -
they eat bugs and don't bite" - Nom regsined control of her-
self and began to look more objectively at her future.

It was soon after this thet they had their first "callers."
A neighbor by the name of Holt, who lived about 2 mile from
the homestead - and '"had been expecting them most ary day now"-
had decided to ride over to see if the folks had arrived.
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syvronriste time WES

n. om especizlly frvrecliztec

stvles were differert Irom

i owere Ver,
rountein "lolk

trher femilies living in the zree were: the ::yves,
“zrrols, idells, Stenlers, ~ips, “ervterrys,
“rocretits Turing tlese people teceare
tneir rei friends ften iored when
reczlling t revrened Min Jrkens

“re ceaniv weg 15 feet wide end 24 feet lonc, with &

z 1% feet hv 10 feet. The Tredroom wag 10 feet by
ere was & smell closet in the corner of the hed-
211 #lcove ares, with oper shelves, orened off tre
livirg eree. This wes to serve as ive kitchen, & small ore-
rcle flet wood turning stove - with = pire extended out throu
the window - zlong with the fireplesce - served ss the heating
erd cookins fecilities., The firevlcce wes mede with lerge
stones gethered within "cerrying distance" of the catin,

room, /

“rere weas only one door-wazy into the cebtin., It was
located =t the Tont, under z long over-hanging porch-trne
roof which extended the entire length of the cehin, The
suprorting rosts for this overhengirs roof were set on flat
stones and the floor wes dirt. rere were small windows in
ezch end of the living aree snd two wirdows in the bvedroom,
Tortunately this gave some cross ventiletion which was needed
during the hot summers.

“efore ~op hed returrned to ('hio to get “om, ne had wmede
a rore bed, with® & corr shuck matiress on which he slept
wiile "cetting things duilt," Since ther did not bring e bed
from Thio - this was the only sleeving fecilities they had
until & rerl hed could be Puilt end = reel wmattress was pur-
chesed, "me tzles told srout ir to sleer on this bed were
repestec man times for vesrs. Tre fokes and wisecracks
dervennced orn wro told the storr ard wrere i% was teing told.
You czn Te gure 2 rew ved and mettress were on the top of FMom's
list,
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FARMING AND GAT

AVONG THYE STOUES

The ability to exist on this ferm depended on row nuickly
they could get the new land readyv and vegetzbles and crops
planted., Even though the neighbors shared their gardens - it
was important thet they get their own gardern and fields plantied
and begin to raise fcod for themselves and their animsls @s
soon as possible. Since Spring was on them and the few thinrs
Fop had planted earlier were limited, it was & number one
priority to get the new land ready and vegetables and crops
in the ground. Cther things had tc wait - and ifop with oll
and Topsy plowed the stonev ground and Mom btegan to meke her
first garden. lop also worked to get the clesred [ields
ready to plant corn and grein.

During these first few weeks they lezrned to eppreciate
their new neighhors wne not only shared their garden crops -
but also advised them about whet would grow best on their
Arkansss farm. It was then they learned about bleckeved peas,
In later years they introduced them to their Chio friends as
"blackeyed beans."

The problem of farming mountain land is the same everv-
where - "What to do with the stones? -- To you try to remove
them or farm around them?" It is understandable why Mom
declared --"this is the poorest excuse for soil 1"ve ever
seen," She often said the only enjoyment she received from
working in her fArkansas garden was watching the beautiful
sunsets as she worked in the evenings and then taking s cool
drink of water from the spring at the back of the garden when
she had finished.

After the first shock of getting adjusted to the new
life style, things seemed to improve. The sawmill Top had
built when he first went to claim the homestead, was patron-
ized by many of the neighbors who brought their trees to he
sawed into lumber. TPop also sold some lumber he sawed from
trees on his own farm. This provided cash with which thev
could purchase the many items they needed for their house and
farm. Their Montgomery Werd Catalogue was an importent publi-
cation to them.
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MOW'E TRATIING T2YD OFF

Mom's treining end experience she had received while
working @g & prrecticsl nurse and housekeeper for Tr, Tidinges
ir Tiauz, Chio now beceme very useful in this new setting.
The neightors soon began to come to her for help and advice
when any of their familv became sick or hurt. Dr. Ardams,
the nearest Toctor, also leearned of PMom's skills end exper-
ience end celled on her to assist him when he was zttending
some one in the neighborhood, It wes through this contact
thet Mom hecame acqusinted with the "/jdams girls", who were
Doctor fdems daughters and more like the friends she hed left
in Ohio.

The first vears were learning years for both ¥om end Top.
They leerned to make meny things they needed - such s char-
coal, furniture, clothing end how tc prevere some foods they
had not been accustomed to eating in Chio. They learned about
grits, sowbelly pork and cornbread, to name & few,

RALIG £ARON IS HORL

ftout two veers after Mom and Top "took over" the Arkanses
homestead - on July 26, 1904 - with Doc Adams' essistence -
Ralph faron was born. Like most "first babies" he became the
big news end attraction for not only "the folks'" but for the
relatives beck in Ohio., They sent many gifts and letters
congratulating them and wishing them well. /mong the gifts
was & Kodak cemere complete with developing and printing
equipment, With this cemers end Mom's ability to lesrn "how-
to-do-it" from the instruction book - they were soon taking
pictures, developing and printing them end sending copies back
to femily and friends in Chio, Some of these pictures -
although not up to todays standerds - are still to be found
among the old files of many of the familv, £ very unusual set
of these pictures ere the ones Mom mzde and mounted to be
viewed through a2 viewer that gives & three dimentionel effect.

Relph received many gifts. Some of the items he wes
given were viewed by the neighbor children as "wonderful"
since they had not seen many "store tovs." / store-purchased
red wegon and & jeck-in-the-btox were two they especially liked.

Relph also hed several pets - including & zoast, 2 pet nig
and 2 lerge cet, [pperently Mom enjoyved taking pictures of
him pleying with his animels - because several such prints
ere still zmong the family picture collection.

Flora Holt, & neighbor girl, often came to play with
Ralph and esvecially enjoved plazying "house" with him.
ipparently so she could pley with a doll btelonging to lom.
Ralph wes younger than Flora and was not permitted to play
with the doll only on speciel occasions. Flora must have been
"e specisl occasion" hecause the pictures in the family
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collection show ¥lora holding the doll and Ralph looking on.
Mom had written on the back of the picture - "Ralph szys, '?
want it'."

By the time Ralph was bormn, Mom had learned to ride a
horse side-saddle. She would saddle up Doll and with Relph
on one arm and the reins Iin the other - she would go to =
neighbors, or to the post office in Harriet or to ’ig Plet
and not only brought things back for themselves but zlso
items for the neighbors. This involved handling the horse
while holding Ralph and meking sure the letters end peackeges
were secure, OSince this was the only contact they had with
their family and friends bhezck in Uhio -~ it epperently was =
task ¥om enicved.

VISITCRS EBEGIN TO ARRIVE

Soon after the folks were settled, some of the family
began making plans to come to Arkansas for z visit, The
available records do not show all who came - but some of
those mentiored or appear in o0ld snapshots were - Uncle TLay
and Aunt Mary Vantilburg, Uncle John snd funt Tlorernce
Speelman, Uncle Weer Vantilburg, Uncle Tom 3rendon, and funt
Sadie Brandor Christian and her friend Zvs, (kve's last
name was not mentioned in Aunt Sadie's diery or in eny other
of the historical dats.) Uncle Weer, then 2z young man 19
years old - came for an "extended work visit" and stayed two
years. I'm sure he not only was a grest help to the folks
but if the tales I heard over the years had any validity -
he also provided considerable excitement end meny enxious
moments for the folks.

Everyone who came for 2 visit, apparently also helped
with the work to be done on the homestead. Along with their
sightseeing, deer hunting, fishing, picnicing and cave exploring
they also cut wood, helped make charcosl and many cther jobs
the folks needed help in doing.

One tale I remember hearing Uncle Ray tell when I was &
teen-ager attending the Vantilburg Family Reunion - had to do
with a deer hunt they were on while he and funt Mary were
visiting the folks. The story goes that Iop had srranged the
hunt and very graciously gave Uncle Ray a deer rifle to use
that was noted for the recoil jolt it gave the person firing
it. Pop was not aware that someone had "tipped off" Uncle Ray
about this rifle and that he knew he was being "set up" to be
the "butt of the joke."

According to Uncle Ray's version - he told Top he
wouldn't think of using his favorite deer rifle - and would
be very well satisfied with one of the other pguns. He szid
he told Pop this was the first time he had ever gone deer
hunting anywey - and probably wouldn't recognize a buck deer
if one came his way., Finally, not knowing any wey out, Top
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agreed to use the "kicking" rifle but chose 2 position on 2
stump that he waes sure was well out of the path any deer would
take., He would not have any reason to fire the rifle.

According to Uncle Ray's version of the story - Pop also
made considerable noise after he had taken his position -
obviously making sure any deer hearing the noise would turn
and run the other way. Much to everyones surprise - reports
Uncle Ray - a large buck came crashing out of the woods into
the clearing just 2 few yards from the stump where Pop was
standing, Without thinking - Pop aimed and fired. When he
"came to" according to Uncle Ray - Pop was flat on his back
at the bottom of the stump - wondering whet had hit him.

Apperently, Pop's aim was good. I remember as a boy
seeing the horns of & buck deer henging in our Chio home that
was supposedly from the only deer Pop ever shot.

NEW HOUSE PLANNED

No sooner hed the folks settled into their log cabin then
Mom begen to campaign for 2 new house, They drew floor plans,
and Top began to cut trees and saw lumber getting ready for
construction., Shortly after Ralph was born, they began to
build the new house.

The house and buildings were located in the middle of the
cleared forty acre area, This area was divided by rail fences
into fields of various size, One area was an orchard with
apples and peaches; there was a field where corn or grain was
grown; another field was used for pasture and near the house
was a large garden plot. The rest of the farm was in timber
and was too rough and rocky to be used for farming. In this
area were several caves that became sightseeing and picnic
areas for the people who visited the folks.

Wnen the new six room house was finished it was the show
place of the neighborhood. There was a white picket fence
arourd the yard end a long roofed porch extending around two
sides of the house., Mom had curtained the windows and cro-
cheted throw rugs to cover the polished white pine floors.
She also decorated the walls with pictures and crafts she had
been given or mede herself. All this gave the new house a
look of elegence not usually found in the average Czark Vourn-
tzin nome in those deys.

top made by hend much of the furniture they used in
their new home; including tables, bookcases, chest of drawers,
writing desk and the heed bhoards for the beds. He used some
very lazrge white pine trees from which he sawed the boards to
construct the furniture, Meny of these bosrds measured over
twenty inches wide, after they were sawed and finished., Some
of this furniture is still in the family, and one wonders how
Pop was a2ble to construct such furniture with the limited tools
he had aveilable.
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MORE VISITORS

Among the family visitors who came to see the folks
shortly after they moved into their new house was Uncle John
and Aunt Florence Speelman, Mom's sister and brother-in-law.
Some of the pictures in the family album would suggest that
their visit coincided with that of Uncle Ray and Aunt Mary
Vantilburg. It was quite possible that Uncle Weer was also
living with the folks at thet time - since he was there from
1908 to 1910,

Another family visitor was Pop's yvoungest sister, Sadie
Brandon-Christisn and her girl friend, Fva., At the time of
their visit both young ladies were unmarried and worked et
the "Over-all"” Manufacturing Company in Verseilles, Ohio.

With all these visitors to entertain - the new six room
house was none too larrge, The log catbin may have 2lso still
been usable and it took the over-flow., T was unable to find
any references in the family records about the cabin after
the new house wes built. It is indicated however thet Ralph,
their first son, was born in the log cabin and I, the second
son, was born in the new house.

LUNT SADIE'S DIARY

Aunt Sadie kept a diary of her visit to frkansas,
Fortunately, the original hand written account of the first
part of her visit, with a day by day (sometimes hour by hour)
story was found among Mom's family historical collection.

The following is a photo copy of her unedited, hand-
written account of the visit which took place in July 1907,
It gives impressions and feelings they had about the country
and life style of the people thev met.

Aunt Sadie wrote with a beautiful penmanship - but her
spelling and choice of words gives one a true feeling of what
she was experiencing., Thev were two maiden ladies - who did
not marry until they were well past 30 years of age - on e
trip - a long way from home for them - experiencing what
seemed to be a whole new life style that they had never en-~
countered in Ohio.
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UNCLE WEER VANTILBURG
"A Two Year Visit"

As a young men, Uncle Weer Vsntilburg, came from Ohio
to visit the folks and steyed for two yesrs. He ceme in the
Spring of 1908 and left in the fall of 1910. Many of the
tales told about his daredevil activities include his interest
in exploring the many caves in the area.

The following story is about 2 cave that had never been
explored - and Weer felt "it should be looked into."

The tale is told, as I recall hearing it, when told to me
as a boy. I have taken some editorial privileges to fill in
where facts are somewhat hazy in my memory.

"CAVES ARE TO BE EXPLORED" - according to vYeer.

Like many young men, Uncle Weer was adventurous and en-
Jjoyed taking risks - much to the disapproval of his older
sister, my Mom. She especially was concerned when he wented
to explore 2 cave on the homestesd that had never been explored
before. According to the natives, the ceve was considered very
dangerous because the opening was very small and from what thev
could see when they looked in, there was a bottomless four or
five foot wide crevice just inside the entrance.

Knowing this - this cave became Uncle Weer's ultimste
challenge. He wanted to go inside and determine what the
cavern looked like and how far it extended into the mountain,
Finally - providing certein precautions be observed - Top
agreed to permit Weer to enter the cave and "look around,"

Yrevious would-be explorers - who were small enough to
squeeze through the opening - had reported thet there wes a
narrow ledge just inside the entrance to the cave which led to
what appeared to be s large cevern room-type area on beyond,
None of the earlier explorers wanted to chance sliding along
the narrow ledge to get to 2z point where they could rezlly see
the cavern - because they were fearful of falling into the
so-called bottomless crevice,

With this information about what to expect when he got
inside, plans for Weer's adventure were made. Tt was coreed
thet a rope would be secured sround his waist end the men on
the outside would hold the end of the rope - keeping it tsut
enough to prevent Weer from falling very far if he should
slip from the ledge. They also could determine how far he
had gone by the amount of rope that had beer released, The
rope could also he used as =2 way to signal hy pre-determined
jerks.

Weer took with him & kerosene lantern, e canteen of water,
two candles, and some matches placed in a water-tight snuff
box.
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After reviewing the plans and signals - they asgreed thet
regardless of what he found he should not stay in the cave
more than 2bout an hour and one helf., "There can a2lways be
another day" he was reminded.

“ith everything agreed - Weer slipped through the narrow
cazve opening end once inside stood up and celled back "Every-
thing is fine - see you in & little while", liothing more was
heerd from him for over en hour but every few minutes some
more rope wes pulled into the caeve, indiceting that Weer was
moving further away from the opening. Then there were several
minutes when no more rope was pulled in., They assumed thet
Weer must he startine bzck towards the opening &nd so they
negen gently to pull the rove out of the cave., They beceme
concerred when they realized that the rope did not seem to he
fasteried to anything. They reesoned thet if Weer had fallen
into the crevice and the rope was still tied around his waist
- it would surely hecome tight. They also realized that if
for some reason he had removed the rope from his waist, they
might pull it out of his resch and he not only would be in
danger of felling put would not have any way of signaling them,

Not knowing whet to do, they continued to slowly pull a
little more of the rope out through the role and suddenly the
end cof the rove appeared. They called trrough the opening of
the cave but did not get a response from Weer.

None of the men were small enough to squeeze through the
nerrow opening to try and see what had happened, and it would
take some time to locete someone else whco would be willing to
"go in." They considered "blasting" - but realized they might
seal the opening rather then open it. It was about sundown
and the men outside the cave began to panic trying to decide
what to do.

<ust then they heard a man's call - but it wasn't coming
from the cave. ‘“When they heard a second call they realized
that it was coming from the top of the mountazin sbove the cave
opening. it wes Weer. In a few minutes he had worked his way
down the slope through the bushes and stones to where the men
were anxiously waiting to hear his story.

He hed found the ledge in the cave the previous explorers
had descrived, and had decided to crawl on the ledge around
the corner, where the bottomless crevice seemed narrow enough
that he could jump to the cevern floor below., He untied the
rope from his waist so that it would eliminate the possibility
of it catching on @ rock and causing him to fall into the
crevice. He gently pulled some extra rope into the cave and
tossed the loose end over the crevice to the floor of the
cavern below, Then with his lantern in his hand he jumped.
Everything went as planned except as he lended on the floor
of the cavern, the lantern slipped from hislend and rolled
into the crevice and the light went out.
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Cerefully he took & candle from his rocket and held I
under his arm until he could get 2 match from the snuff tox,
After he hed lighted the cenrndle he discovered he had lended
on the floor of 2 verv lerge cevern type room.

He could not see 211 of the room with the candle light
and so he started to edge his way along the wall opposite the
crevice, The wall hed several alcoves and as he went around
a corner he saw light coming from some place at the end of
one of them. He carefully worked his way toward the light
and discovered it was coming from a small tunnel about four
feet up on the end wall of the cavern., He climbed up into
the tunnel and begen to crewl on his stomach toward the light.
After several minutes of crawline and squeezing through tight
places - he finally came out on the side of the mountzain,

When he became oriented as to his location, he decided
he was on the opposite side of the mountain from where he
entered the cave, He then climbed to the top of the mountain
and when he saw the men weiting below he called to them,
ending an experience 211 were glad to have end.

Top's first comment was - "Weer -~ &s fer as I'm concerned
- you don't ever need to find out what is inside any more
caves - I don't want to know."

Post Script: Weer did explore other caves - and some became

popular places for others to visit - but none were ever es
exciting as this one.
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/3 Ralph neared school are, the folks hecame concerned
thet there wasn't ¢ school in the 2res, The only learning
oprorturities tre children hed were offered hy perents and
reighbors ir someone's home, Cccagionally a visitin
teacher would sperd & week or so in the community, helping
surment tne family teaching progrems,

Iop end “om invited some of their neighbors to come to
their plece to discuss the possibility of constructing s
school house asnd employinr & teacher to conduct clesses &t
leest four or five months ezch vear., They offered to help
ny sewing the lumber for the school house - &nd even offered
to donste some lend on the corner of their ferm where the
tuilding conld re huilt,

“ren the vote was teken, enough agreed for them *to move
#head with the project. ©One of Dr., fdems' daughters was
emploved to teech, The one room school building was built
end resdy for '"school" to begin in the fall of 1909*., Ralph
was one of fourteen children enrolled in the school when the
new tuilding opened. Ralph, 2s & first grader, is pictured
2long with the other children and teacher in & snapshot found
in an old femily a2lbum

¥ - funt sadie Hrendon's asccount in ner diary telling of her
visit in July 1907 to @ school building is somewhat confusing
unless the school was in operation for two yesrs before Relph
started to school.
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On fugust 21, 191C
time" for the secord .ew
Clem and Fary Trenfon's

This was nothing unusual - tecause thou of
came into the world everr der, lowever, tni zs in t Dzer
FMountains irn fesrer “ocunt, just & few miles erst of the “uffrlo
river, in rorthwesgt ‘vkenses, on & homestead steked out some
eight vears tefore end they were now "expecting" treir secord

child.

The closest micd-wife, who had helped with the birth of
their first son flzlph, - lived shout "one horse-back hour"
away,., The doclor however, was & dav's ride, or more, swaxv
from the Erandon hromestead.

It was segreed that "Clem" would go for the mid-wife and
bring her to the house to "get things readv." ‘Weer Ventilburs,
Mom's brother, was sssigned the job to fo efter the doctor whe
lived in tlershall, some 25 miles away.

Weer plenned on teking a dayv to ride to Mershall and h
leaving eerly the next morning with the doctor, bve beck to tre
homestead by early afternoon, ilowever, hig plans did not work
out. His route made it necessary for him to ford # couple of
streams that emptied into the Buffalo Fiver, which even todaw
is known for it's rapid rising when there are heavv rzins up-
stream. [/ few hours before 'Jeer arrived at 2 place he vnlznned
to ford one of the streems, & heavy thunderstorm hed occurred
up stream on the Ruffalo Fiver. The water had backed up so
high in the streem he had to cross, and wss so swift, he was
afraid to try to swim his norse scross under these conditions,

e mede camp on the bank 2nd wzited, The water went down
in a few hours and he was able to continue his trip to “zrshe
However, he was zlmost z dey behind schedule when he stzrted
back with Doc fdems,

when they finelly errived at the “rendon home stesd, it
was late on Septemher 2nd &nd the haby - “hilip Leroy “rendon-
had mede his errivel eerl: Sertember lst,

(Morel — If you want to be on time - plen to stert a little
early.)
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PACK TO OHIO

Witk & new babv, and & six vear old, the future became =2
little more irvolved for the folks., They hecame concerned with
the traininsg and educetion of their boys end it did not appear
thet they could expect much immediate advancement in this rural
Czark mountein eres,

In 1912 they suddenly decided to return to Chio, The old
TBrandon home in Tatterson Township in Darke Lounty near York-
chire, io was svsilable for them to rent and farm., Grandpa
Kobert Rrandon - VPop's father - had decided to give up farming
and had moved to Verszilles, Chio,

“oon after om end 'op decided to move, they sold their
live stock, and a2ll their belongines thev did not wish to move
back to Uhio, In the early spring of 1912 thev were back in
Chio ready to stert the second phase of their married life on
the ferm where fop had grown up &s 2 hoy.

The school problem thevy had in /rkansass, was solved in
Ohio., The Straker one room school was slready considered one
of the best - and was located on the corner of the Erendon
farm making it possible for Relph to walk from hislome to the
school house in just 2 few minutes.

rducating their boys, was 2lways &en important consideration
in the plsnning done by ¥om and Fop. 1t peid off because all
three* of their sons completed college and went on to do advanced
graduate work in their various chosen fields of service.

The ‘rkanses homestead ferm was not sold for sometime after
“op end Mom moved back to Chio., There was some concern about
what would happen to the tuildings and farm land without anyv-
one living on it, even though a neighbor had agreed to "look
sfter things.," The reports about the farm were very few and
finelly stopped coming =t all,

tbout four vears ~fter the folks left frkansas, they received
& letter from & men who reported that a forest fire had burned
the buildings and most of the timber on the farm., Since they
did not hsve insurence they decided it would heve to be written
off as & totel loss. Under these conditions they did not expect
a very ~ood price should they find a bhuyer.

Some weeks later the seme person wrote them aznother letter
and suggested that he would give them 2 ©1,000,00 for the farm
- which he felt wes & very libersl offer considering everything,
/fter some exc hange of letters, they settled on a2 figure of
#1,300,00 - and the frkansas experience came to an end.

*Fdwin Brandon, their third son, was born on the farm in
Patterson Township.
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A1l seemed well unt g
in wWorld Wer “ne. It was then !
teen discovered in tre eres necr the old
government needed =zinc (or making munitlions #nd wec
to furnish funds for developine zirc depcsit mines
as pay a good price for ore mined end delivered,
sure zinc was ever mined on the Zrsndon homestead. MHowever,
in the Farch 1977 issue of the Nationzl Geogrephic megezine
there is a storv zbout the Fuffelo river in which reference
is made about & zinc formation near Kush Creek with a mep
showing an old zinc mine ghost town near where the old
Rrandon homestead hed been located.

omesteod,

RALPE AND FAMILY VISIT THE OLD HCMESTELD

In 1941 Ralph Brandon, then pastor of thke Covington, Chio
Christian Church, and his familv visited the ares wnere the
homestead farm had been located. They found some old buildings
still standing on the ferm which mey have heen the ones Iop
and Nom built., If they were the seme buildings, eppsrentl:
not "everything was destroved by & forest fire" =g had bteen
indicated by the man who purchtesed the farm.

The pictures teken by Relph of these buildings apreer
very much like the buildings in pictures mede hy Mom some 35
years earlier.

The following are excerpts from a letter sent to Fom and
FPop by Ralph while he and his femily were on & trip to frkenses
in 1941. It may be the last letter he wrote to them since his
untimely death came shortly after they returned to Chrio.

- 0 - 0 -

Rig Flet, frkanseas
Tuesday Morning June 24, 1941

Dear Folks:

---------- In the afternoor we left our things &t tre
cottage and took 2 70 mile drive south and west of Verrisor.
We saw some beautiful scenery. ‘“Yhile crossing the rounteinrs

on a road that hedn't been 211 rebuilt, we cemre to one section
where we edged around the mountain on a2 road just wide eroun-n
for the car. David seid, "Is this the United “tates of /merica?"
Wwhen we first entered frkensas re looked around and ssid, "hi-
looks to me like plain old Trio - - - - ="

Monday morning we pscked utr end ceme to “ig
way, we ceme through Yellville ard by the tuffzlo
Fark, This park is loceted in whet tre ms
know as the De Soto courtry. Tt is ‘ust across the
River from your plece, ‘ust in “arion “ounty - - - - -,

SET

9]
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“e trrreled or down the stete rosd to 2 school house,
ard went irto = plece to innuire #nd found ar old 1lady wro's
name wes “stts, e didn't remember vou hut the school wes
fock Creek crool, & freme building which had rerleced tre old
log ore.

‘e turned left here and went ', “ast to Cozshome. Coza=-
wome is the nere toda~r, of the plece where vou lived. There
is & store zcross from the school ard % or 4 houses. lone of
tre schools zre used now - 211 children go by tus to “ershall
to school. 7The neme Tleesent Zidge seems to have completely
diseppeared. The school rtuilding is used as & ‘entacostal
Jhurech row. ‘s fer #s ! have been &hle to find out - the I
farilv thet moved on the Terroll place is the only femily in
the communitr that was there when you lived there. The Stanler's
vlece is zone &nd so are meny othe “'m goine beck tororrow

to see "r. ‘es and learn more

The romd vou treveled from the school down to the house
is @11 grown over. e drove to thne Tindson Ilace (where the
ifoles used to live) and walked dowr the hill to the Rrandon
romestead., :eart - if not &ll -~ of this road is the one vou
railt. Just one building which you built is still stending
The old lor smoke house is there - an extra room hes heen huilt
on in front, ehout fwice the size of the extended roof vou had
in front, ‘nother shed hes been huilt 4 or 5 feet north of
this,

We went down to the old spring. There ere a2 few stones
there and 2 little pool of water - but it was so nearly dried
up thet there was no water running out 2t 211, Anne fdems
says there is & new sprineg up the vellev just south of where
vou built the road.

Todar the fdamg are tzlking us to see the caves in the
vicinity - they heve packed & picnic lunch, Mey is home with
Anne eand their wother, 1lone of them seem s 0ld s thev really
are - = -,

fnna roirted out how wou used to travel to Riz Plat,
think the bigrgest chenge vou would notice rere is the roads.
Next would he thet 211 the white pine timbher and much of thre
rerdwood of any size is cut out. Cld rosds are gone and suto
roeds are bhuilt meArs times in new pleces.

/rne pot lost looking for the ceve - took two rtours -.
we went from the cave to /fvey's Spring for our picnic dinner.

“erion ls goirz to wash todev wnile the bove and T go
back to fthre romestead to look around some more., Pr cutting
down & coupnle of smell trees ocross the rozd, 7 cer drive down
to where the hovse stood,

will write more after I reve given the place
examinztion,

lLove, Helrh
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Fostscript: [t is appropriste thet this Brandor Tomes®
Story end with Laloh's updating account -
everni though it was vwritten fort. resrs &co --
(June 1941)

THE BRAMDON ARKANSAS BOMESTEAD

1941

THE SCHOOL HOUSE POP BUILT
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64 Salisbury Road
Delmar, NY 12054
August 28, 1987

Dear Scott:

Sorry you and your falks weren't able to
make the Brandon family reunion. If you
count the days people came early and stayed
late it ran about seven days! There were
about two dozen relatives and friends all
together.

Enclosed d@s a story written by your
Greatuncle Phil about your Greatgrandparents
Brandon's homesteading adventure in Arkansas
where you Grandfather Brandon was born in a
log cabin. Your Greataunt Eva wanted you to
have a copy.

Hope all is going well for you and that you
are getting settled in your apartment. The
very best of wishes from all of those at the

reunion. v , (9
s , / /_/
f//§;;¢z£ /éZ;; 7



