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/ People in I[ississippi

1. Trial by Tape Recorder

\I/ILLIAIIT LEE IIIII,LER

A^- Sr.r , ' r ' r . r r r t . . t  27 t l te r : i t izerrs ol
\- /  Holures ( iounty, l \ , [  ississi l l l>i ,

took a vote an( l  t< l l t l  thc ( loxes art t l

the t r l intel 's  to get () r . l t .

I )avid \ { intet '  is  : r  l l i t :nt l l r '  ( l ( ) ( t ( )1,

: rnd the c loctol  i r r  l {o l rnes ( iot t t r t l ' ,

as elservhe t 'e, is a f igul 'c to u' l totrt

cxtraolr l i r tary t le lerert te is givet t .

t r I rs.  Cox is at t  : r l r le Srt t t< l lv-scl tool
teacher. arrt l  Strrt<la' , ' -st l tool tea<:hels
in Holnres ( i< l r r r r t . r  t 'ate : r l r r tost  t r1>
rvith dor:tols. l iugene (krx is u t ir l l .
<1uiet ,  unassumitrg r : rat t ,  : t t rc l  l ' [ r 's .
tr ' l inter a l t ' iendlr ' ,  l r lei tslnt y()ung
lvorr la l l . ' Iheir '  Iami l i t :s ' : r l r r t t t t t t l  i t r
rn issiorral ies : r r r r l  rn in ist( ' l 's :  t . l re i r '

l  outlr  n'as f i l le<l rvi t l t  Pt 'esl l ,vterian
.Sunday schools, \ ' . \ ' I . ( i . t \ .  tvork, att t l
Methocl ist st i t( lent uroveruents: their
clay begins u, i th larni l) '  der,<.rt iols

. :rrouncl t l re brcakfast talr le anrl  toast
crumbs orr  the Rible.

Cour-l t) ,  , ' \ t torrrey l)at l i :u 'rett  s:r ir l
ca; jne$tl) i  ol  the yote irgai l tst t5e
Cloxes arrr l  l , f i rr ters, "There is noth-
ine pelsonal in this," irncl . f  ,  I) .  I-ole,
who <'haire<l t l te rtreetirrg at rvhiclr
the vote lv:rs taken, talked wistful lv
aborrt l )r ' .  \ .{ intel '  to the Presby-
teriatt  Ou.t lott l i :  " I  rvislr he weLen't
incl irrecl as sorne thirrk he is. He is
n'el l  l iked personally iu the corrr-
murr i ty arr<l  a lerr l  f i r re do<tor."

Expelirnent in Living

'fhc Cloxes an<l Nl intels (:1rnte to
I, f ississi l-rpi i rr  the late 193() 's to hel lr
in a new lrroject <'al ler l  the f)elta
Cooperative l 'arur ul) in l lol ivar
County, The far-rn blotrght sonre <[is-
possessed and lloverty-su'ickerr share-
croppers to€iether on a Plantat ion
they could. own and rul) themselves.
The idea was "real ist ic rel igion as a
social clynarnic," and in the some-
what extravagant language o{ ir
promotional Pamphlet written in
1936, it was to replace ";rrl outworn
economic systeln by a new one." The
Neu Republic cauied a lyl ical
article saying, "It is a social act of
strict heroisur. I{ere are men and
women-disease-ridden. illiterate. ex-
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l l lo i tccl-conr lu<:t i r rg orre ol '  thc t r tost
drl ing, complex, hislrh, civil izetl ex-
pet' irnents irr l ivins the \\/estet'tr
l- lernisplrelc has krrou'n."

' l ' l tc  
nvn lami l ies u 'oukl  t tou'  at l -

nr i t .  i f  Holures (- lotrrr ty u 'oul t l  l is ten,
t l tat  the plojer: t  in i ts ear ly da1'5 *ot
sonten,ltat ovel'Prolnotetl. The <liret'
tofl; 11rg1g llot exl)elt lalrners, t. lre

;rt 'oblerns rvere inrnlens<:. au<l the

;.rlulrr<:ers' co-opr, lal '  from repla<:ing
iur), ()utworrt econornic sYsteDl. cveil-
t  r r : r l lv  I 'a i lecl .

Providenee :rrrrl t lrr: tNigrast

' l  'he l)elta l;al 'rrr rvas sol<1, ;.r nrl a
sc<on<l larm that had beerr lrought
irr thc meantinre, <alletl l)r-ovidencc
:rrr<l locatecl irr Hohnes (ixrnty, l le-
(:arne the (:enter Ol thc work. Nor,tt
all that remirins of the earlier re-
l igirxrs. health, crlrrcational, ancl eco-
rtorrric olriet:t ives arc f)r. Mirrter's
< l i r r i t '  i r r  : r  le( : ( )nvel ' tet l  t l l r i ry l tar-n,
l  ot ' t l i t  uniorr  hel l r ing.onre two
lr  r r r t t l let l  Negrocs,  r r  sr t t : r  l l  l r r r<l  bat-
te red norrplofit stol 'e tha t sells
nrbber brxrts ancl Oxydol to Negroes,
srrnlruel' (:amps lbr <:olor-cd clri ldren
irr  : r  lew okl  l l r r i lc l ings on t l le l ) lace,
Srrntlay nleetinlis evr:rr, [orrrt l l  \$eek
rorrs ist ins <I ief ly o[  r 'e l ig ious rrrovies.
:rttrl solt)e tire<l and tlustl, a61'gs f61
t i rn lx ' r '  an<l  <: : r t t le.

"\\re haven't got nrtrch here," says
Oox. "except nraybe A l 'elr ' priu-
<: i1r les."  Those pr i r r<: ip les have
<:lrirrrgerl :r bit, too. 'I 'he Coxes an<l
t l tc l l iD tcrs <lo rrot  t ro lv sPeak OI
brri lcl ing alry nerv social orrters. -l 'he,v

I t : r le wanted ouly to l l l i r r t  r r r rPrcten-
tiorrs ancl unpublicized help to sonre
pe<;ple in one Iitt le 1)art ol tho
Nlississippi Delta.

In their l)resent distress they have
hol;ed that Hoknes County would
recorrsider the de<:ision to expel
thenr, ancl they have tried to avoid
the interventiorr of. any uational
organizations.

Providence l'arm is isolated in the
county, eight rniles from the little
torvn of Tcl'rula (Choola), in tbe

heavily Negro Delur section o[ the
county, and part ol the leeling
:rgainst it reflects the u'aly cur' iositv
ilnd suspicion a small to\ rl) genelates
lor anyone or anything i t  cannot
lvatch and does not understanrl:
\{/hy <lorr't they glou' :rny cotton ol'
soybearrs ()lrt there? \{rl'rele do the1,
get t l leif money? V\/hat are they do-
irrg at those Strnclav rneetinss? l lut
the most l)crsistent rulnors <ll all
stel)l lrorn the strbiet:t most Promi-
l le l l t  in the ( :o(ul t ) , 's  leal .s:  "TIrev
:rl-e stiII iDtr ul) t l le Ni.qras."

Ootrnty Attolrrey Pat lJarrett, who
s:rys his best lr-ierrcl is a Neero, wil l
siDcelcll, t l '), to lnake the Nottlterrr
sn:angel' uudelstand. It r,r 'as, as thc
ntolion adoPtecl at the tneeting saicl,
lol the "l lest irrterests of the county"
tlrat thc t: it izens tolcl auother frier.r<l
ol ' his, lr irrgene C)ox, to leave. It rvas
cverr ftrr the goocl <ll Cox himsell,
t'ho rvould bc haPpier sotnewlrere
r:lse. l lut rnost ol all. i t 'rvas lor the
.qoocl ol' I{r. liarrett's lrierrds the
Negroes. "\{/e <lon't \{allt a lot cll
good Niggers S^ettir lg kil led," he said.

T'he leal> fi'orn the g-entle rninistra-
tions oI' Cox ancl N4inter to the vio-
lent deatlr of Negloes rnay be har'<l
l 'or the outsidel to make. but irr
l-Iohnes County it seenrs to be auto-
rnatic. It 's uot that the sPeakel him-
self wil l do auythirrg. Nobody wil l
be responsiblc, exactl1,. It wil l just
happen.

1'o hell l the orrtsirler ttrtderst:rrrt l
rhe violence that wil l lraPPen, thosc'
skips and junrps, those logical arrcl
rnolal lacunae in tlre minds o[
Holmes County's 1>eople. iVIr. l lar'-
rett and his felloln,s have a figure
that they cite regularly-the pro-

l)ol 't ioD o[ Negroes in the county.
l'lth,r'in \,\rhite, rvho is a lawyer ancl
a legislator antl seerns to ltave ir
sort ol. slrecialization irr thcse rnat-
t-els, has it worked out to the dec-
i rnal :  71.8 l )e l -  ( :err t .

\ lr. \ l / lr i te, in his ofl ice across the
sr;uare llorn i\'[r-. Barrett's in the
county-seat t<>wn of Lexington, wil l
volubly, explain to you the positi.orr
ol Holrues County. "\Arhat state ale
you from?" he asks, aucl, being told,
he tells you, like a bright kid who
knows the capitals of all the states,
the number of Negroes there.

As to Cox and Minter on their'
Providence Farm, Mr. White is very
blunt. "They were practicing social
equality out there," he says, "and rve



won't have that." X,h'. White rloes
not sa),, "\{/e clon't l ike it," or "We
u'ish it were l lot so," or "We will
try to ralk to them about it." He
says, pleasant.l l , 5r.,, with unmistak-
ab]e rneaning: "\ ' lre 'rn'on't have it."

The 6Breakt

\ , \ /hat  happerre<l  i r r  Holnes Cott t t tv
was this: Orr Selrtenrlter 23 ;t r ' t ' l t i te
eirl reported tbat sonle Neel"o boys
lratl rvhistlecl :rt her'. l iout' tecn-age
Negloes were bt-ought ir)to Holntes
Corrnty Coru t l totrse in al l  : t l . r t )os-

Phele flavorerl b1, Sotrtherrr reser) t-
ment of  the Supreme Cotrr t  decis ion,
by N,Iississil;1,ri 's clisl ike ol the "batl
prrblicity" of the Til l case, antl bv
Holrnes County's suspicion o[. Provi-
<lence Farrn. llclwin \,\rhite sPeaks
tenclerly of "the l itt le white girl"
who was whistlecl at, thorrgh he can't
rieht off remember her uarne. I lut hc
remembers well his velsion of what
the Neg^ro boys s:rid, ancl repeats it
sevcral  t imes so his l is tener can en. ioy
the full impact: "All white girls ale
luhores, that's rvl.rat the Nigra boys
said."

Angry rlunors circulitte<l in the
county to the effect that Cox ancl
l\'Iinter hacl trietl to S^et tlrc boys
releasecl. Wherr the boys were inter-
rogatecl someone turrrerl the qur.:s-
tion to Proviclence Farrrr, and soure-
one suggested that the answers l>e
lecorclecl, and sorneone cleciclecl the
tape recording should be played to
a meeting of the (:ounty's cit izerrs.

Sheriff Ricl 'rar<l l 'ryrd, County At-
torney Pat l:]an'ett, member o[ the
state legislattrrc lklrvirr \Arhite, anrl
\{i l l iam N{oses, an antornobile sales-
m:rn oI Lexiugton, all qrrestiorrecl
tlre boys. Other local n'hites u'ere

l)resent to recor'(l the "testimouy" oI
the four teeu-age Negroes.

\{hy questiolr the b<lys :rbout
Proviclerrce? T'heir whistl ing ma1, l la
a result ol rvlt:rt Negroes al'e t:ulght
at that place. \,\/hy tape-recortl the
;rnslvers? \t/e rniglrt \vant to rrse it :rt
their trial. Was it rrsecl? No. \,\/hy
call in extra, otrtsidc persons for the
questioning? \,\/e u'anted to be sure
there was lro question of coelciorr.
wlry play the tape to a meeting of
citizens? Well, there were all these
mmors about Providence Farm, and,
in N{r. White's words, "We have
been rying to get in on the inside of
it for a great lonf; tirne, and this was
tlre break."

'Strong for Iffhat?'

The tape recor<ling was ntacle on
Nlonday. tsy Tuesday evening, lvith-
out any open publicity, more thart
l ive hundrecl cit izens from all over
the cotrrrt l, gatl)ere(l in thc Tchr.rla
FIieh School auclitorium to hear it.

Dr. il'fir.rter ancl \rlr. Cox u'ele uot
told about the r leet ing unt i l  the
irl ' ternoolr before it r 'vas held; t ltey
mit<lc arr attetnl)t to get legal atlvice,
but the nt'o l:rrvyers they cirl lecl saicl
they r :otr l r l r r ' t  hel l> thern.

'-fhe nreetirrg o1>enerl rvhen chait--
rnar-r .f. P. Love, a new rnembel o[
the st:rte legislature frorn Tchr-rla,
:rnrrourrce<l that they were rnet to
rlelentl the ,\mericitrr \Aiay of Lilc.
There was an invocation, and therr
thc l l laying ol the tape recortting
took two hours. The tape consisterl
ol qtrestions put to the Ncgroes, one
itl:ter anothel'. bv various of the
l,v-hite interrogators: Di(l yolr see
colole<[ chil<lren swimrling rvith
n'hites orrt there? I)oes tl 'rc l l inter
larl i ly :rttelr(l the meetings with the
colole<l? l)o thel' talk aborrt t lte
Strprerne Court? About the Fetlcral

i j^overDnlent? l)icl Dr. Minter just
have orre waiting r<lotn l 'or colorecl
and white? Do they tell you you carl
go to rvhite schools?

fixri r ixr:unN(;Ji wcr)t sornethirrg l ike
\-,t t lr is: \{/hat <lo they tlo at l l lose
fotrlth Sun<lay meetings? They pray.
Itr:t1, l:or rvhat? Pr:ry mztke us strong.
,Strous' Lol what?

In the discussior.r after the ta1>e
rv;rs playetl one younfi marr from
Tchula stood, llau(ls on his l'rips, be-
l'orc the. cror,r'd arr(l said tltat r,r'ltat
they rvere doing was clisg'raceful; he
corrlcl get lour scarecl "Nigger kicls"
lr 'om lris f iekl, he saicl, with all those
big rvhite rnen stantl ing' aroun<I, to
testi l 'y to anything.

Dr. tr,f inter <lelried that there was
inten'a(:ial swimrrring, and derried
th:rt they aclvocatecl integration, and
rlenied that he hacl only one waitirrg'
l-ooll1.

l lrrt dris assenrbly of Mississipl; i
lvlrite men, ordinar-ily quite nou-
chalant about thc testimony of a
Negro against a white man, this time
knerv lvhom it wanted to believe.
"You have hearcl the truth!" crie(l
llclwin White, pointing to the tape
recorcler,

N{r'. Cox tried to make a distinc-

{ \ i

t ion betr,veen rthat he inrvardll '  be-
lieved and u'hat he outr,varclly advo-
cated, but this was too subtle a point
J'or the now angry crowd. TheY
shoutecl for him to statc his own be-
Iiel. ancl. in the clirnactic lnoment
ol the meetin,s, he leplied that he
believerl that segresation is un-Chris-
tirrn. -fhcre was a stir in the crowcl,
:rncl one lotrcl-r 'oicetl rnart callecl out,
r,rith ln elo<lueuce greater than he
krren' ,  "Tlr is ist r ' t  a Chr ist ian rneet-
ins!"

A ILAN njR tr t ( ) \ ' t . .1)  t l i ; r r  t l re Coxes
fa- ' ,n.1 I l i r r ters l re re( l r rested to
lerrve-"1'ol the best i l tterests of the
county." \\/hen the chairman :rskecl
Iol the a{firmative votes, most o{ the
asse rnbly stoocl. Solreolre thetl i11-
siste(l that the negative votes be
rnade to stat"rtl. Some so minclecl ha<l
lel 't the hall:. ' . iome remained seate(l;
one ntalr carne to tl're Minters after
the affair to coltfess that he had beerr
too scarecl to vote l 'or t ltetn at the
nleetirlg. (lox alrt l \ ' f inter say only
tr^'o st-oo(l rvhen tlre l leg:tt ive was
callcd [or. One rvas a blacksrnith
r,vho felt such a tlrastic actiot'r shoulcl
be prayecl about before it was de-
cidecl upon. The other was the Pres-
byterian mir.rister lrom l)urant, the
l{everend Nlalsh Cirllaway. He ttacl
tolcl the assembly that thoug^h he
believed in segregation, he thought
that the meetirlg was irnprol:er, t l l l-
,\urericart, ar.rcl un-Christitrn. A week
alter the meeting Nh-. Callaway
learne<l that the elclers o[ his cl 'rttrch
had votecl a re(luest that he resign.
Last morrth mernbers of the church
runarrimously askecl that he be firecl
be<::ruse lre "got inteteste<l in poli-
t i (  s."

Trio in Unison

Some resiclents o[ Holmes Countv
rvoukl l ike notv to say that t lrc
whole irffair wils jtrst the work of a
"lerv rouglr [ellolvs." ]ltrt chie{ oJ.
ficers antl olrtst:rt lding cit izens of the
county-the sheriff, coullty attorney,
olcl ancl new legislators-were prime
movers. A clue to the iclelrtity of the
agency throush whic:h they moved
rn:ry be foutrd in this: .J. P. Love is
presiclent of the Citizens Council ol
f'chula; Pat Ilarrett is presiclent of
the Citizens Council of Lexington;
ancl \4Tilliarn tr,Ioses. the auto sales-
nran whose J)resence with the clis-
tinguishcd cornl)any at the tape re-
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col'ding is othenvise unexplained, is
<:hairman of the Citizens Council of
Holmes County.

The Citizens Councils rvele found-
erl shortly alter the Supreme Court's
<lecision against segregated schools.
-fhey are cledicated to the rnaill-
Lenance o[ seeregation, l i terally u'ith
:r veltgeance. They began in l4issis-
sippi and are spreaclins, solnetimes
rrnder other rlanres, throirghout the
South; there are l low lel)or-ted to be
some 263 o[ them in i\{ ississippi
: r lonc.  The r l is t inguished Mississippi

. editor I{odding Carter has called
tlrem an "uptowlr Ku Kh-rx Klan."

Some o[ the official literature de-
nies that the Councils wil l use in-
timidation anc{ econortric pressure.
I ']rut crit ics cite a stl iking l ist of le-
(:eDt Sotrthelr incidents, nr.lfirer.ous
:rnd widespread, o[ rnen fired, black-
balled, l)ut off lat-rns, ctrt ofl' l'rorn
business, alreste<I, rrewly taxed,
threatenecl, and attacke<l lol inrl icat-
i r rg any l .esisLarr<'e to segree:r t ioD.

The Clouncils rrta1,, in theor-v. jrrst

1-rlan, srreuest, t:o-orclirrate, a nd, as
some ol t lreir l i telatufc sir),s. "share
icleas," iu this fight, ' lvhile the r'ough
rvork is sublet to indivicluals. Per-
lraps this rnakes it possible l 'or rnore
lespectablc aucl restr':r inecl nreurbers
to be technicall,v t l issociated lr-om
lvhat the rnole rnil i t:rnt operatives
will <lo. Ol that, the al{air in Flohnes
Oounty is, bv all l 'el)orts, orrl1, 2 rt ' t11.t
sam;rle.

Conforrrrity-1116 Best Policv

I iLr t  i t  hrrsn' t  seoned ur i lc l  to the
Coxes arr t l  t l re l \ f i r r ters.  For-Dr.
l{inter, lvho pets i l l t() t(xvll to see
l)at ients,  i t  isn ' t  so bar l :  evel l  the
rnan who sai<I, after the rnass rueet-
irrg, that "\Arlrat wc neecl tonight is
ir couple ol' 1;r:rss ro1res," has spoken
to hirn alrnost as tl lorrgh notlt ing
had I ta l t l lcrrer l .  I l r r t  lor  t l re wolnel l ,
n,lto trtostlt, sti l \/ out" ;rt t lre Iarrn. r ' .
balk ol a <log at nishr can br.ing
tlre visiorr ol :r nrob ol. rnerr gathe;
ing alourrd lheil hotrses. It has been
lrard to slcep.

The Coxes arrcl the l{inters each
have three young children; r:rnging
in age frorn seveu to tl]irteen years.
The thought that the 1;alents could
telel>lrone lor help \^' i ls feassurit]g,
but then oue rnorning the teleplrorre
n'ires were down. They .rvere not
rlown in time, however, to forestall
the anorryrnous threats: "How soon

are you Conrtutmists out at Provi-
clence going to leave?"

Sheriff Richard B),rd came out
with fris deptrties to protect them
ancl set up a little caurpfire that
could be seen all night clown :tt the
ct'ossroads. But since tl're sher-ilT r.r'as
one o[ tl-re main figures iu the tnot,e-
ment to cl| ive them lrom the coturty,
they received his pr-otection n'ith
rrtirecl el.notiolls. The1, lslt 'uad that
r':rt 's harl l>een stopperl, occul;auts
( luest ioue(I ,  and l icense nt t r t tbers ol
theil visitors takerl don'n.

One rnorning in the rnail thet'e
rvas a star-k notice lrom tl 're United
States lt idelity & Gualanry Com-
pany. \,Vitlr the live clays' rrat'ning
the policy lequired, t lte insurance
on the e<luipment in the clinic was
canceled. Later the Providence-
Washington hrsurance Coml-rany fol-
Iorved with a llotice that the policy
ol1 the Minters' household goods was

also canceled. When they asked
about all this, they were told, though
rrot in wlitin.g', that they had sud-
rlenly become "unusual risks." f 'he
Lexington ager-rt of the U.S.I-.&G. is
on the exectrtive cornrnittee of the
Citi,rerrs Crrrrncil l 'or thc Corrgr-es-
sional district.

'I'r,r'o otlrer larnilies nrho rvork orr
tlre l:arnr are clepen<letrt ot) t lre
pt-oiect. l)r. I l inter lras built his
;l ' l t :t i<:e t.hlorrgh the veafs. I 'he
ct 'ecl i t  r r r r ion is a <:nmplcx ol)efat io l l
t l tat can be dissolve<l onlv bv a
\ /ote ol  t l re rrrenr l rcrs,  aur l  i t  l ias been
inrpossible to holtl a meeritrg be-
(i lu:te t.he Neg|o rrrernlt3r's hilr,<' been
tolrl to stay :rwa)/ h'om Pror.ir lerrce.

Insulatecl Conscience
'f 'he cit izerrs ol Holures County rec-
ognize the 1>elsonal virtue ol the
(.lojxcs anrl the l{intels. They hacl to
be plodclecl by the Citizens Council
and stirrecl up with :r tape leconlirrg
belore they cotrld be rnoved to go

agaiust the plnin te$tinrony of their
orl'n daily experience.

Ilut the ordinary rnan anyrvhere is
r.rot pl-epafed to concede a motiva-
tion radically higher or even differ-
ellt lrom his orvrr, and is suspicious
of it: Why does Doctor Nlinter stav
out t l lere ir-r the back country with
:rl l  those Nigras? He's a good cloctor-,
: r r r<l  <orr ld makc lots nrore rnorrey i r r
town. \Vhy r,r 'ould a college graduate
like Cox go oll into the hil ls to l ive
his l ife with sharecroppers? There
rnust be sol)lcthing shady about it.
It's like the n'arcl leacler r,r'ho en-
counters the enthusiast rvho wants
to ring doorbells just lor love of
the < ause: he'cl lather the fellor,v
rvoulcl just do it for the ten bucks
that's in it for lr im, Iike everybodv
else.

-I-he Plesbyterian 1>:rstor rvho ltas
both the church in T<:lrrrla of which
tlte Coxes and l4inters were activc
merubcrs and :rlso the Lexington
chrrlclr in ra'hich Edrvin White is an
elde l has tl ied to stay cornpletell '
an'ar, lrorn the controversy. [{is ser-
mon topic one Sunday shortly it l ter
the ntass mceting, was "Infant Bap-
tism." He is le; orted to have saicl
that lrc has had trouble selectina
topit:s, texts. and even lryrnns. Per.
haps it nright be hard to sing "Go<l
Send Us l \ {err ."

\A/her-errs I)roviclence Farnr's Chris-
tianitv tries to relate its corn;rassiorr
to tl le l 'otlns ol 'a s<lc:iety, ruost <t{
Hohncs Ciorrrrty's Chlistianity rloes
ilot. At lrest. t lre latter becotnes the
source ol' a ;rt'ivate clecerrcy car-elrrllv
insulated lrorrr public affairs. .\t
rvol:st, it be(>Dres a stl'oltg sul)l)ort
lol rvhatever Pattcrns exist-l ike
segregation.

Laying Sophistries Asicle

f-he chiel ' parnlthlet uolr' l teing dis-
tribtrted lty dre Citizens Councils
irr tr ' l ississippi, and .qiveu out l)v
churches irr the area, gives "A Chlis-
tiau Viera' on Seglegation." It is
n'ritten by the forner presiclent of
a Presllyteriarr collcge in .facksoir.
"l,aying aside thelefore rhe shallow
sophistries, concerning so-called'CirriI
Rights,' 'The I'sychological ancl So-
ciologi<:al Effects of Segleeation,'
'The Priitciples oI Human Rlother-
I toot l , '  let  t rs be leal ist ic.  . ' '
Seeregatiou, according to tlte author.
i :  . r ' . r '  o l  l tatufr i 's  r r r r  iversal  larvs:  i t
tends to pronlore prosr-ess; it is a
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'n 'el l-consiclerecl,  t ime-tested Arneri-
can pol icy; ancl i t  rnay bc delencled
from the Bible.

l lut this pamphlet ar.rcl  t i rc Coun-
ci ls do not re prese nt  qui te al l  o l
I{olmes County. A churchwoman
rather apolog^izc<l for her bel iel in
segreQation, saf iDg th:t t .  shc alt lost
changed i t  once, rrncl  s l re cel ta in l l ,
aclmile<l the Coxes un<l I , I inters. , \n
olc ler  nrarr  calne sur-rc l ) t i t iotrs ly orr t
to Proviclence to plea(l  r 'v i t l r  thc [olks
there to stay,. . \  s1-l i l i tct l  arr( l  cortt- i t-

B-eous \^ 'olnan nervsl)al)el et l i tor i l r
Lexi l rstorr  l t r rs Iorrght an et l i to l ia l
bat t le aeairrst  t l re sher i f l 's  b lutal i ty
to Negrocs r.r 'hiclr got hcr a Pl ize :rrr<l
: r  l i l le l  sui t .

r f ina Coxes arr t l  t l re \ l i r r ters arc l rot
Ir  orgapizels 6r '  ; rg i tatot 's ol '  resol i r -

t ion 1>assers. Thev arc rrot social re-
lormers in the classi<: r lold. The],
told the tnrth r,r, l rcn the),derr ie<l that
they pre:rr:herl  i rr teglat ion to t lre
Neeroes: They arc <lr iet  fo lk who
t lon' t  preach rnuch :r t  a l l .  l lut  the1,
<lo l ive arrd act  a<'cor<l inq to what
they bel ic,ve.

\,Vhat the,v bel ieve coures l ' r 'ortr :r l l
those C-l l-rr ist ian srrnrnter <:oul 'erences
an<l ra'ork camps, lr .<rrn the I] ible an<l
the hyrnrrfrook, fr 'otn l)a.y by [)1y,
the Sotrthcrn l)r-esl;1'1sl ' iart devotiort
book. anrl  the semrons-everr on "Irr-

lant  Rapt ism"-o[  Sorr t l rern pleach-
crs.

f 'h is Chl ist izu) soux:e ol  t l re i r  con-
vict ion me;urs the1, t1r,rrrr, ,  un<ler-
stan(l  an(l  forgive the rnalefa<:tors ol l
evcly si( le, an<l t l rey rt take :rD inrlr t 'es-
sive t ry at  i t .  " I r )  a l l  th is busirress I
Ir lven't  heard therl  sa)r ntra rn, 'al
:ulainst t l re people rvho are ;>else-
cutiug them," sai( l  olre fr icncl.  T'hcy
try earnestl)r to uurlerstancl the truth
in the rat ional izat ions o[  the Sonth-
ern r,vhite man, anrl  they make what
i loctr i l raire N<ll t l relrr voices rnight
cal l  "cornplot l iscs." The1, don't  in-
sist ou integration tomorro\^r l lol 'n-
irrg befole breakfast. l fhev aeree that
there rnnst be a long, slow, gratlual
process ol '  er lrrcatiorr.  I lut-they <lo
rv:rnt to start.

For t lrey are led by their rel isious
convict ion to tr)/  to understanrl  an-
otlrer, less art ictr late side, too: the
Negro's. They remember the Hohnes
County Ncgro l{olnan who said that
thel' were the first rvhite people she
had been able not to hate. They shorv
you the batterecl one-room schoot-
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house where many Negro kids have
hacl all their schooling, in struggling
sessions o[ four or five months a
veat'. They tell of a Negro being
given thirty days, to pur.rish Cox for
tr1,i lrn ,o intervene ort his behalt,
anr l  o l  the cheer lu l  p lanter custoln
ol settl ing tl ieir i\egroes' rnisrleetls

t ' .

among themselves. They want these
things to change. They aren't ex-
tremists. They aren't sentimental.

But they do wish a few more o[
tire people of Nlississippi were n'ill-
ing to join together, Negro ancl
u'hite, to work at ways of getti l l i i-.
a long bettcr .

2. A County Divided Against Itself

DAVID I{ALBERSTAM

\Z. tzoo Crrv,  t l re Geterv:ry to t l te
I  I )e l t : r .  is : r  I \ , I iss issi ; rPi  tor , r 'n ol '

eleven thous:rncl people c:ratl letl in
thc easterlr curve o[ the Yazoo l{iver.
The countrv arounrl it is goo<l for'
growing cotton. Like lnost such
country, Yazoo County has uttt ler-
golre a ste:r<l,v declirre in its Neg^ro

1>oprr lat ion.  In 1900 the Nesroes ont-
nrrrlbeler' l the rvlrites ncarlv tltrce to
one, ?,2,201t to 11,743', b1, the l1)ir0
(elrsus tbe r : r t io ha<l  rh,r ' i r r r l let l  to
alrorrt t lrree [o n^'o, 22,071 to 1:i,6']2.
T'otlay about f ifty pel' cent o[ a 1lo1>-
ulat ion of  21),500 are Negro.

\ ':rzoo Oity is one o[ the five r:it ies
irr  t lat l i t ional ly segresate( l  Nl issis-
s i l rp i  that  the Nat ion:r l  Associat iorr
l irr the A<lvarrcernent ol Cololerl
Pcople l tas seler; ter l  as tarqets lor '  prr l -
in.q irrto elLect the .Suprenre Corrrt 's
desegleeatiorr rle<:ision. C)tr .,\rrgrrst
G this year,  in keeping u ' i th the

1>l : rns ol '  t l rc Parent org: t t t iz : r t ion,  t l re
Yuzoo Citv c l )a l ) tcr  of  t l re N.4. , ' \ .Ci .P.
srrbmitteri to tire local sclrool boaxl
a petit ion sigrrerl l ly f ift,v-thlee Negro

l)al e nts asking for an inrrnecliate cntl
to seg'reH^ation in schools. A<lmitted-
ly attcml>ting to force the actiorr
throtrgh a53-ainst the serreral n,ishes
ol  the u ' l r i te l roPulat iorr ,  i t  argrred
tl l:rt integ[at.ion u'orkecl in the .\r 'mY
arr<l that therelole it can rvolk ir.r
the schools. I lven local l iberals h;rvc
generall l '  o1>posecl the petit ions,
arguine that the Ar-ury cloes not
serve as a pl'ol)er prececlerrt bcc:tuse
in rvartirne thele rvas a co[lrttol) eu-
emy ancl bec:ruse econornic feat'stenr-
ming frorn job compctit ion dicl not
exist there.

The Councils Strike

News of  the N.A.A.C.P. 's pet i t iou
jolted Yazoo City. What happenecl

next aurl r.r 'ho canse<l it is the subject
ol sonre rl is:rg;r-eerncnt. \{/hether the
powerlul economic sanctions userl
in retaliation against the Negroes
stenrne(l directly lrorn the Councils,
or whether-as Nick Roberts, Yazoo
Citizens Council chairman, claims-
they rvere the result of Council in-
lonnatior-r couplecl with "spontane-
ous react ion ol .  prr l> l ic  o1>inion,"  is
I lasical ly a technical i ty.  Few Cit izens
Cour.rc i ls  memllers ' rvoul<l  pr ivately
<lisprrte that the basis for opposition
to the N.A.A.C.P. r,r ':rs ftrlnishe<l b),
the Counci ls.

, ' \t an1' r: lte, thc l l l t l l les of all f i l ty-
three sisners were l isted in the week-
lv Yaz<ro City l-Ierulcl, ancl reprintecl
the followins week in a large aclver-
tisemerrt 1>airl for by the Councils.

, ' \bout that t ime tlre fir irrgs and
boy<:otts begau. I. l i thel rvhite nrerr
r,r'oul<l fire a Neglo 'worker imrnecli-
ately ol a Negro would losc l"ris job
altter :rnother- u'hite rn:rn visitecl :rn
enrl>lo1,er :rn<l strggestetl tSat 

^ 
peti-

t ion signcl be fir-erl. Sonre Negroes
Leur<)r,erl t lreir- narnes inrmecliately.
C)thers held out a l i t t le whi le but
everrtually lollowed suit. Today nvo
of the original {itty-three uames re-
main on tlre l ist, ancl both nalres
belclng to Ncsloes rvho h:rve since
lel t  Yazoo City.

l{emoval ol. a n:rnre, hortever, di<l
rlot mcall restoration o[ a job.
Iiourteen sigrrers have lelt towl);
othel-s are plannine to go. Orrly
those rvhose incomes corne exclusive-
ly [r'om the Negro section of town,
such as unclert:lker llen Tttrner, cau
continlre a norural l iving. In a feu'
instances, wolrleu who signed ha'r'e
contirruecl to clo rvashing for lvhite
lamilies, but rnost of the rcmaining.
sigr-rers are no\{ bor-rowing none)'
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