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RACIAL CRISIS
IN THE

DEEP SOUTH
A noted edi tor  reports thot  the desegrego-

lion crisis is worsening in his slote, ond

thot o new, dreodful bqrrier is being

erected between Negroes ond whites.

Thurgood Marshall, who carried the schml desegre-
gation 6ght to the Suprcme Court, addre$es a rc-
ccnt NAACP conference inJackson, Miss. Most whitc
Mississil:pians, the autbor reports, consider thc
NAACP "ahead of thc Communist Party . . . as the
fountainhcad of all evil and woe."
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I  am not set t inq dorvn this story as a t radi t ional  rvarn-
I  ine to othcr Amcricans to lct  thc South detcrminc i ts
own dcst iny.  Instead i t  is  to ld only u, i th thc convict ion
that i t  is  ncedful  for  the nat ion to knorv of  thc hardenins
of the hearts of  whi te and black men in the Southern
arcas of  sreatest  Negro densi ty-and especial ly in Mis-
sissippi  -and to knou, rvhy th is t ragic dctcr iorat ion in
hurn:rn rc lat ions is taking placc.

I  am moved to wr i tc i t  bccausc of  a disturbins i r r -
crcasc in thc numbcr of  symptomat ic incidcnts on Loth
sidcs.  Of t l icse the "wol f -whist lc"  asscrted nturder of  a
fourtccn-ycar-old Clhicaco Ncgro boy, Emrnctt  Ti l l ,  and
thc subseqrrcnt acqui t ta l  of  thc two Mississippi  whi tc men
accuscd of  h is k idnaping and slaying, is only thc rnosr
drarnat ic and, supcrf ic ia l ly ,  thc most incornprehcrrs ib lc.

And I  am using Mississippi  part ly becausc I  l ivc hcrc
and so bettcr  know what is happening hcrc than clse-
u'hcre,  and pr incipal ly becztusc othcru' isc urral tcrably
opposcd antagonists ancl  impart ia l  ncwspapermen and
othcr dctacl ied obscrvcrs of  the Southern sccnc asre(
that Mississippi  is  thc state rv i rh thc worst  tensions, thc
most fixed rcsolves and the mosl clramatic examoles of
racial rccessions that havc risen in the rvake of thc
Supreme Court 's  decis ion.

Listcn to what thcy arc saying:

"They are not going to tcll us whar to do in this
statc,"  says Gov. Hugh White.  "So far as we arc col t -
cerned, thcy can head up. Integrat ion is out of  t l re pic-
ture.  -  .  I 'd just  l ikc to know how thcy can enforcc i t . ' ,

"Al l  wc u,ant is to maintain t l tc  status quo,"  says
He rrnan Moorc,  of  Indianola,  onc of  the foundcrs of  thc
mushrooming Cit izens Counci ls.  "We' l l  do i r . "

"We now tc l l  thc NAACP peoplc they have startcd
somcthing thcy u,ill ncvcr (Crnt inued on Paec 75)
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Accused oI advrx at ing and pract ic ing racial  intcgrat ion

at their  co-opcrat ivc planLat ion,  Dr.  D. R. Minter

and A. I l .  Cirx rvcrc "advisccl"  to lcavt:  I - lo lmcs

County,  Miss.  Slrorrrr  * ' i t l r  thcnr hcrc arc thcir  l . r r r i l ics.

LrLtnrLt  I  i lL,  r l r t :c lcacl  l toy (rrght) ,

arcl  i \ , [ r 's.  l {oy 13r vrrnt (bclow)

s, l r r r rn ' .1 ' i l l  a l lcqc:dl) ,  annoyccl .

- \ ' l rs.  I l rvant 's l rusl t lnd zincl  his

I l r l f  broth<'r  u,crc t r icd for ' I i l l 's

rnrr rc lcr ' ,  butwcrc founcl not sui l ty.

I ld i tor Hazel Smith accuscd a shcr-

i f l  o l  rvantonly shoot ing a Ncgro. A

$ I  o,o(x) l i l )c l  vcldicL aqainst l r r : r  was

lcvclscd b) '  thc cour{s bccausc lrrr .

r  I iaret:  rvas "sulrst i t l t ia l ly t rr l  . "

The
T',ifi
Gase.. ,

Mrs. Mamic l l radlcv, l - i l l 's

mothcr,  bcing iDtervicwcd

at thc white rrcrr 's t I ia l .  Sub-

scclucnt lv j  a MississiPPi

grand. j tLrv rcl i rsecl  to indict

lhc two urcn lbr k idnapine.

About 2(XX) pcrsons galh-
crcd at f i l l 's funeral in Chi-
cago. Antl at a New York
ireeling, angercd Ncgroes
chantcd "\{art:h ! N,Iarch !"

OhI,q,iNAL IN SPECIAL COI.LECTIONS
MITCHELL MEMORIAL LIBRARY
MISSISSIPPI STAT€ UNIVEBEITY

' I i l l  rvas kidnapcd from this cabin
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^tacial Crisis in the Deep Sor-rth
(Cont inued from Pagc 26)

f inish," says Ell is W. Wright, prcsidurt of
the Citizens Council in Jackson, the statc
capital.

Hcre is thc Mississippi prcsident o[ thc
National Association for the Advanccmtrtt
of Colored Pcoplc colnmcnting on his statc
organizat ion's dcnrands lor  i t t tcgt  a{ iut t .

"We just gavc thcrn thc courtcs)' t i t lc of
petit ions, but they werc more in the naturc
of ult imatums," says Dr. A, H. McCoy,
Negro dentist, rvanting that if violence wil l
follow, "sor:re rvhitc blood rvil l  i lorv too "

And now Bem Pricc, an able and objcc-
tivc roviDg corrcsl)ol)dcnt of the Associatcd
Prcss, lvho rcccDtly wrote a Penctratlng
scrics on thc South sincc thc Supreme
Court's integration decisiol. Comlrcntcd
Pricc, after noting that therc is somc tltove-
rncnt toward desegrcgation in border and
Southwestern statcs:

"Gcorgia, South Carolina, Louisiana,
Alabama and Florida, horvever, are rang-
ing themsclves in thc anti-integration col-
rrmns. But nowltcrc havc racr lel)sions
reached the sanrc pcak as in Mississippi.
Both sides in Mississippi have made clcar
publicly that this is a no-quarter battlc.
Dach has ruled out compromisc."

Two ycars ago, cvcn a ycar and a ltalf
ago, I would have challenged thesc state-
mcnts. We wcrc making1 notable hcadway
in Mississippi in thc matler of l iving to-

Bethcr; pcrhaps not so fast nor itt so many
dircctions as inrpzrticrrl pcople mighl \\ 'ar)t,
but  undcniabl l ' tvc wcrc gett ing alrcad.
Ncw schools, hospitals and rc(rcatiorral
facil i t ics werc n:ducing (hc Inatcrial i l-
cqualit ies bctwccn Ncgro and whitc. Add-
ing to the Ncgro's status as a cit izen wcrc a
Iive-year rccord of no lynchings, a tcnd-
cncy-howevcr grudging-to givc thc
Negro thc votc, and a continuous insistcnce
from thc judicial bcnchcs, thc pulpits and
thc newspapcrs o[ Mississippi u1>on cqu:rl
justicc.

And we Mississippians, who arc usttally
morc sensitivc than most pcople to tlre
opinions of othcrs, cvcn whilc dcrrying tlrc
validity of such opinions, wcrc finding our-
sclvcs praised bcyond orrr borders for what
we were doing in agricultural developmcnt,
in industrial growth, in human rclation-
ships and even in social lcgislation.

But now has comc a forcboditrg intcrrulr
t ion of our purposcfulness and growing
amity. It dates fronr the decision of the
United States Suprqnc Court, a year and a
halfago, which held that segrcgated public
sc:hools wcre unconstitutional. This is not
the time to arguc the rrerits or dcrnerits of
that decision. Say sirnply that thr: dccision
was inevitablc. But lt:t mc add that it hasn't
rncant anything irr those Southcrn atcas
where the Negro's numbcrs are the highcst
in proportion to thc white population. Es-
pecially this hasn't meanl anything in
Mississippi. That is, it hasn't mcant any-
thing good.

ITT
Y Yhite Mississipl: i s univcrsal refusal to

accept thc court's dccision is dctermincd
and angry, That should havc bcen ex-
pected. What is much rnorc dangerous is
the retrogression at cvery point of racial
contact, and the innumcrable bits of cvi-
dence that relations betwccn the two races
in Misissippi arc stcadily woncning.

Let's look at somc of thcm:

(e) A feu,rveeks lxfrrrc the Till rrrurder,
a rvhitc man w:rs found guilLy in one Mis-
sissippi coLrnty of the rapc of a Negro girl.
In another county a Ncgro rnan rvas found
guilty of the rapc of a rvlrite woman. Thc
Negro received thc dcath scntence. Thc
rvhite rnan got t\ro ycars.

(J) Last spring in Bclzuni. Mississippi, a
Negro minister was shot to death whilc
driving in his autornobilc after dark. Hc
had been a leadcr in Ncgro efforts in the
courrty to gain the vot(: irnd was a membcr
of thc NAACP.

(.t.) Elscwhcre in thc statc two othcr
Ncgro rninistcrs rvlro sought thc ballot for
fcllow Negroes wcrc Lrcaten,

(5) Thc numbcr of Ncgrc vote rs in Mis-
sissippi, out o[ a Negro popul:rt ion of morc
tlrrn IrlJ,aXJ{), lras droppcd from arr esti-
matcd 9o,o0o fivc years ago to lcss than
9(ruo: arrd rlrc rotal wil l hardly increasc,
thaDks in part to an arneDdrncnt to the
statc's constitution, which requircs that
rcgistrants rnust bc dblc to rrcad, write and
intcrprct any portion of t lr constitution
which is given them to read. No Ncgrcs
votc in Tallahatchie County, wherc thc
"fi l l  boy's body was found.

l
Arrd morc significaut than any of thcse
cxamples of violcncc and tension is thc
story of what lras happened to two whitc
rncrr in Holrncs County, Mississippi, whcrc
the Nrgro population is 73 pcr ccnt of thc
total. They havc bccrr "adviscd" to lcavc
thc cour)ty. Thcy havc not yt:t dcciclcd
wJrcthcr thcy wil l lcavc or stay.

Orre oI t lrcsc urcn is Dr. l). R. Mintcr, a
forty-tlrrcc-ycar-old physician, a nativc of
North Carolina, thc son ofonc Prcsbyterian
rninistcr and brothcr ofanotlrcr', a mission-
aryrninded idealist, who, upon his rcturn
as a l icutenant colon(:l f lom thrcc ycars of
scrvicc in the Pacil ic, bcgan rncdical prac-
tice at an obscurc co-oFrativc plantatioD,
Providcncc corrrrnunity, iu a rernote scction
ol Holme s County.

I{is assor:iatc in this venturc is A. E. Cox,
a nativc Tcxan, a graduatc of Texas Chris-
tian University and associate of Shcrwood
Dddy. Cox has bccn operating thc planta-
tion for thirtcen ycars, and has maintaincd
a fcdcrally chartcred crcdit union which
rnakcs loans to small Ncgro farmcrs and
tcnants. Both rncn are married. Each is the
fathcr o[ three young children. Mrs. Cox, a
rcgistered nurse, works with Doctor Minter
in tbc community's clinic. Mrs. Minter is
sccrctary and rcccptionist for the clinic.

Becausc of the co-opcrative nature of the
farrn and thc pair's unfathomable rainistry
to Negroes, they havc for a long timc bcen
looked upon with suspi<ion, Anirnosities
calnc to a head about a year ago when
Doctor Minter testificd for the defenrc in
the libel trial of an aggressive young news-
papcr cditor in thc county, Mrs. Hazel
Brannon Smith, who had accused the shcr-
iff o[ unnecesarily shooting a Negro whilc
dispcrsing a Saturday-night gathering. Doc-
tor Minter treated the Ncgro. The sheriff
dcnicd that thc boy was cvcn shot. Mrs.
Smith rvas found guilty in Circuit Court of
'libcl to the tunc df $ro,ocn. In Novembe r
thc Mississippi Supre rne Cour t unani-
mously reverscd the verdict in a decision
which contained a forthright rebuke to
juw and sherif l.

Thc gathering heard a nvo-hour recording

of statcmcnls made by six Ncgrocs u'ho

wcrc questiolrcd abouI tt lt unrclatcd inci-

dcnt-thc use of obsccnc languagc to a

white girl by onc of thcm-in rvhich thc
Negroes, in resPonsc to lcading qucstions.

said in brief that thc n1cll had advocated
and practiced racial intcgration. Thc ac-
cuscd rncn, both Southerners, iusistcd, alnid
lrcckling and audible threals. that they had
not violated Southcrn ri lcial taboos. But
tlrr:y have been subjectt:cl to aDoDymous
phonc calls and threatening lcttcrs. They
livcd for tcn nights undcr intcrrnittent
guaxl of highu'ay policcrnctr and shcrif l 's
dcputies.

Thc mass mceting rvas prcsidcd over by a
ncwl-v clcctcd mclnber of lhc Statc Lcgisla-
ture aod hcad of thc fchula chapter of
the Citizcns Councils. John Hcrbcrs, the
Unitcd Press' burcau chicf in Jackson, re-
portcd in an uncontradictcd signcd story
that the mceting was hcld under thc aus-
pices-unoflicial, as is usual-of the coun-
ty's Citizcns Councils, branches of the
whitc vigilante organizations which wcrc
born in thc nearby county of SunSower
aLnost coincidetrtally with the Suprcrnc
Court's decision. Thc rccorded intcrroga-
tion rvas directed by thc county attorney,
hcad o[ the Lcxington'chaptcr, and par-
ticipatcd in by a half-dozcn cit izcns-also
counci l  members-who held no law-
cnforcerncnt positions,

@

The ideal  c l r i ldrcn's gamt '  is

onc thal  c locsn' t  a l rvays cnd

up in a f ight .
DAN BDNNEI'T

@

Those incidents and othcrs are taking
placc to a drumfirc accompanirncnt of an-
gry spccches, dcnunciation of outsidc intcr-
ferencc and a dcluge of inflamrnatory lct-
tcrs to editors o[ Mississipl; i newspapcrs
and to thc adjoining Louisiana and New
Orleans rnetropolitan dail ics. On evcry
hand onc hcars, "It 's going to gct worsc
bcforc it gcts bettcr." Wc listcn to talcs of
thc disappcarancc from hardrvarc storcs of
all availablc arms and arnrnunition and
Lunrors of secrct mectings of men of both
raccs.

Individual Negrcs and Ncgro groups, in
and outside of Mississippi, arc also guilty of
adding fuel to the firc.

(t ) Near Memphis, just ovcr the Missis-
sippi l inc, only a fcw days aftcr the'I i l l
tr ial, six young Negrocsr two of thcm barcly
oldcr than TilJ himsclf, beat a rvhite rnan,
kidnapcd his rvornan companion and rapcd
hcr rcpeatedly. Both the man and woman
testified rhat whcn the Ncgrcs saw them
in a parked car, onc of her assailants
shoutcd, "Therc's a whitc woman! Let's
get her!" Whcn they forccd the man from
his car, they told him to get going bccarrse
"Onc of our boys was kil lcd down in Mis-
sissippi the other day and wc're l iable to
kil l  you."

(e) Negro ministers and polit ical leaders
in Mcmphis, plannirrg a < lrtrrch carnpaign
to registcr "at least 60,000 voting Negroes"
bcforc the city clection on Novembcr tcnth,
heard onc ol thcir principal spokcsmcn say,
"This is no time to talk loud and wave an
ernpty gun," an appcal which was not
takcn iu adjoining Mississippi in thc sym-
bolic way in which it was undoubtedly
meant, and which sincc it implied bloc
voting, was provocativc enough.

(3) At a Ncw York rnass mecting, Dr-
T. R. M. Howard, thc most militant of the
Misisippi Negro lcadcrs, boasted of how
he was protectcd night and day by two
armcd bodyguards, a display of prccaution
which, howevcr well it rrright be rcceived
elsewhcre, is considcrcd downright rcvolu-
tionary in Mississippi. At thc samc mass

75

nrcctirrg, angcrcd Negrms. Iistcning to a
principai spokcsrnan of t lrc N,{ACP. bc-
gan a chant of" \ {arch! N' larchl  N{arch!"

(.t,) In Chicago, Til l 's body was laid out
in statc for thrce da1's rvhilt: higlrl l '  u'rought-
up Ncgroes and othcr cit izc ns rnil led around
thc: body, man,v oI thcm promising viole nt
vcngcancc. The proloogcd rvakc rcas not
dcsigncd eiLher to inrpxrvc rclations in
lvlississippi or to providc rn),solution of
N{ississippi's ir isis.

(.1) In thc weeks iorurcdiatcly follorving
thc Til l tr ial thcrc werc a nurnbcr of rc-
ports by notorists along Mississippi high-
u'a),s ol br'( ks bcirg throu n through thcir
car windows, allegcdlv b1, lurking t.\egroes.
MississipPi tourists irr lhe \ ' l id\i 'cst report
lxins curscd by Negrocs.

(t;) A plaDtcr in Washington Count)' re-

lnrtt:d to nry Dcwspapcr that during tris
abscncc fronr his plantation a group of Ne-
grocs irr an autornobilc lrcaring an Il l inois
Iiccnse platc and dcscribcd by tenants as
bcing l iorn Chicago, asscrtcdly tried to per-
suadc lcnants to leave his placc aDd comc
to Ohicago, wherc "they couid bc flee."

(i) ln Chicago and clscwhcrc, Ncgro po-
lit ical leadcrs and clraptcrs of NAACP
havc rcsoundingly demandcd such absurdi-
tics as the sending of lcdcral troops to
Mississippi, thc discnfranchiscrncnt of all
i ts cit izcns and the same kind of cconomic
rctaliation i( denounces in thc Citizens
Councils.

On cach side oI thc color l inc the grow-
ing i l l  rvi l l  is rooted irr fcar-fcar on the
Nct i ro 's par I  ( l ra{  t l re whi(c rnarr  is  again
dr:tcrrnirrt:d to dcstrov or ncAatc his civil
r ights arrd rcturn hirn to ar) old bondagc;
fcar zrnr<lng thc whitc pcoplt that t l:c Ncgro
is bt:nt on rct:rl iation ancl polit ical dorrina-
tion; and, far worsc, a lcar that is scxual in
its naturc-namely, that thc intirnacy of

1>ublic-school association wil l in t ime lead
to the most comple te human intimacy witlr
rnisr:cgcnatiorr as thc cnd rcsult.

' I 'his s<-'xual alarnr tna-v hclp explain thc
failurc to corrvict thc nrt:rr n<t:trsed of slay-
ing Dmmctt Til l . l-{is bchavior, horlcvcr
trivi:rl, was scxually ofl i:nsivc. Nor is this
!caction racially onc-sidcd. 'I 'hc cditor of
thc Ncgro papcr in my <:ity, rvhilc cditori-
ally r:onde mrring the misbchavior of Ncgro
mcn toward rvhitr: wonren, wrotc that "in
drc lrrcalrt imc thc whitc pcoplc ol our com-
munities should stop thcir white mcn from
mcddlirrg and chasing Ncgro wornen on the
strects. Whitc people who havc the leader-
ship of our communitics must scc to it that
clemcn(s in their group who are guilty of
such conduct should bc punished just as a
Ncgro is punished for his conduct."

White \4ississippians ans\{cr Lhcir crit ics
with counterquestions. Why wasn't the
N{crnphis rapc playcd up in thc Northcrn
prcss, they ask, as was thc 'I'ill casc? Or the
rape-murder that so horrif icd thc cit izcns
of Houston, Texas? Or the wanton sh@t-
ing down of a Mississippi storekccper and
his wifc by a Negro motorist from Il l inois
when thc pair protested thc bchavior of the
group of which hc was a mcmber in front
of their storc?

Wny, ,h.y ask, doesn't thc Northern ob-
scrvcr make anything out of the fact that,
both North and South, the Ncgro, num-
bcring only I o per ccnt of thc rrational pop-
ulation, commits proportionately far more
crimes of violcncc againsr thc whitc major-
ity and against his own fcllows as rvcll than
do thc whites against thc Ncgro? Why do so
many non-Southern ncwspapers rcfusc to
idcntify thc Negro wrongdocr as such, whilc
idcntifying by racc thc outstanding Ncgro
and by region thc offendiug Southern
whitc? \{hy do somc national publications
makc blankct accusations against an cnlirc
statc for the failure of trvelvc mcn to punish
thc alleged offendcrs? Why did thcy dc-
scribc thc Til l murdcr as a lynching? And
why, in ordcr to prove thcir point, do they
place halos abovc Negro victi:ru, who,

(t ) In Lincoln County, Misissippi, a Therc wcrc also other rcasons for ani-
Negro who was polit ically active in behalf mosity. All of them were lumped together
of one whilc candidatc in a contest for a as "Droof" that thc two mcn were commu-
county omce was shot to dcath in daytimc nists. In thc summer of lg55 rumom began
bcfore a considerablc number of witneses, to be circulated in the county that therc
almost in the shadow of the courthousc last was mixed swimming in the plantation's
summcr. Thrcc whitc rncn werc arrestcd as small pool and that unsegregated gather-
his slaycrs. But they could not bc indictcd ings ol an unspecified nature wcre being
bccause thc statc cnuld not l ind a singlc hcld, l-hc climax came in September at a
witness, whitc or N<:gro, rvho would tcstify mass rnecting o[ 4oo to Eoo rvhitc cit izcns
beforc the grand jury. of rhe county, wirh the trvo mcn present.
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whacvcr elsc they Inay lx, wcre ccrLainly
not ange ls? Why is all of N{ississippi blanied
for such crimcs, rvith reputablc Northcrn
r)es,sp;rpers declaring that the character of
the'f i l l  murder trial shorvetl hou abysmally
sct in the dark agcs Mississippians in gen-
eral arc? Does not t l)c conduct of t lrc Til l-
case jrrdge and prosecutors, the Protcsts by
Nlississippi's newspape.s and the gcncral
public's revulsion contradict such a blanket
indictmcnt? Is all I l l inois guilty becaust:
thrce boys rvere horribly murdcred there?
Does not the NAACP usc polit ical and
cconomie pressur.s? So ask Mississilrpians.

The non-Southelner rnay say that this
reaction indicates a hyperscnsitivity to just
crit icism, a guilt complcx, an unhcalthy
preoccupation w'ith race. Pcrhaps, but nonc
the lcss real or thrcatening for all that.

I know that probably a rnajority of the
white people in Mississippi feel that ours is
a beleaguered state, a surroundcd island in
a sea of compromise or surrendcr lo inte-
gration. North and south and east and wcsL
of Mississippi, the statc univcrsit ics of Tcn-
nesscc, Louisiana, Arkansas and Alabarna
have opened or arc about to opcn thcir
doors to Negro studcnts. Mississippians read
in thcir papcrs that l. 'J+,ooO Negro students
arc attcnding intcgratcd schools in eight
formcrly segrcgated statcs and thc Distict
ofColumbia; and they start: apprchcnsivcly
at Hoxie, Arkansas, not far fron Mis'
sissippi's western border, wherc thc cnroll-
mcnt o[ a handful of Negro childrcn among
rioo white studcnts has rnadc of the drab
litr lc vil lage a ncar battlcground. Thcy
rcad thc warning l itcraturc of thc Citizens
Councils and the sex-ridden parnphlcts ancl
leaflets of psychopathic hatcmongers, and
thc gleeful text and picturcs in Negro
national publications. all dwell ing upon thc
t l r rcat  or  the real i ty ol  racial  interr t ra l r iagc,
and they grow no lcss afraid. Thcy l istcn
as polit ical lcaders, from €iovcrnors and
Unitcd Stat€s senatols to city councilmcn,
counsel disobedience, evasion aod cduca-
t ionel  anarclry.  I - l rcy hci t r  t l rc in ju l lc( ions
ro t l rc Negro to usc t l rc bal l r r t  as his rvcaPorr,
and thcy look at thc statc's hcavily Ncgro
counties, where no or almost no Negrocs
now vote; and thcy vou'to kcep rhings that
way. They inspcct thc Air lorcc bascs iu
Mississippi, and sec thcrc thc rvorkings of
nonsegrcgation on thc training ficlds and
in the barracks and swimming pocls and
clubs, and theif fear movcs thcm to swear
that such thiugs won't happcn beymd thc
bordcrs of thc bascs, no rnatlcr what it
takcs to prcvcnt them. All the time thcy
arc conscious t l ra l  t imc i tscl f  is  running out
on tlrem.

And th"y nourish thcir hate ancl fears
upon a passionate antagonism against thc
National Association for thc Advancement
of Colored People, the organization which
comcs out ahead of thc Communist Party-
rvith which thcy emotionally idbntify it-as
the fountainlread of all cvil and woc,

This wrath is undcrstandable in hurnan
tcrms. It has been thc NAACP which has
bcstrd thc traditional South in cvcry lcgal
battle from tlre Negro's right to Dcmocratic
Parry rrrcmbcrship to the school-integration
decision. It is the NAACP which comes to
the aid of the Southcrn Negro accuscd of
violcnt crime; which has called inccndiary
mass meetings throughout the North;which
has mocked Southern attitudes with impu-
nity, refused any compromise and employed
the tools of ridicule, rcvcrs(: racism and un-
ending bell igerence which thc Southerner
would rcsent from any source and espe-
cially from mcmbers of the racial group
which in Mississippi gcncrally keeps its col-
lective mouth shut. It is the NAACP which,
in full-pagc ads in Eastcrn newspapers,
calls for an end to "racial tyranny in Mis-
sissippi," urging Americans to contributc
to its war chcst in order "l i terally to help
save the American way of l i fe." And the
lact that much of the NAACP's bil l  of par-

ticulars rvould stand up in c:ourt doesn't
hclp rnake its accusatiols any more acccpt-
ablc. The hatrcd that is concentrated upon
the NAACP surpasses in its intcnsity any
cmotional reaction tlrat I have rvitnessed in
my Southern l ifetime . And it may be added
that the hatred for the white South arnong
NAACP membcrs rnay wcll.match it.

So what now?
I am trying to writc measurcdly. Drrring

thc past surnmer I was abscnt from Missis-
sippi and rhe South for somc thrcc rlonths,
Possibly because of this absence, I was not
prepared for the detcrioration rvhich I
found when I came hornc at Scpternber's
end. From evcry pcrson of both races to
whom I have talked since-and tlrcy num-
ber rnany scores-I have had almost identi-
cal commeut: "Thcre's going to bc worsc
trouble," tbey say, or "It 's going to get
worsc before it gets better,"

Save for a detestable handful, thcsc dis-
mayed yet dctermined people are not pro-
fessional rabble-rousers or dernagogucs or
r  hronic pcssimists.  Among thcm arc mirr is-
tcrs and pricsts and busincssmcn, large-scale
planters, srnall iarmcrs and cmbittcred poor
whites, Negro tenants, l i lclong Southerncrs
and newcorncrs. Thcy havc onc common
denominator. their common in[cction with
a sense of traged;'.

It is not reassuring to have a sobcr-
minded fricnd say that hc has put a curfew
on his wifc and daughtcrs lor lear olracially
motivated violcncc. Or to havc a farrncr,
angry beyond rcason, cntcr rny oll icc and
rcvcal that he and his fellows had planncd
to givc rnc a going-ovcr, and worrld lravc,
exccl)t thal thcy didn't war)t to "give the
NAACP an incidcnt."  Or to havc a c i t izcn
whose pcol l lc  havc l ivcd in t l r is  r ivcr  courr-
try for four gcnerations say that i l  i t wcrcn't
for the cornplcxity and size and obligations
of his holdings, hc would move to a morc
rclaxcd land. Or to be berated inccssantly
because we wanted thc Til l boy's rnurdcrcrs
to bc punishcd. Or to discover tlre namcs
of rcspectt:d fcllolv cit izcDs arnong thc an-
nounr:cd lcadershiJt of thc chaptcr ol t ltc
Citizcns Councils which at long last was
reccntly organizcd in our city.

Yet thosc whitc lvl ississipl)ians who fcar,
and othcr Anericans, whitc and black,
who believc that thcre is any chancc for
significant or even token integration in th€
black-bclt schools nced neither fear nor
hope- Thcrc is no chance within the asccr-
tainable futurc. Ncgro parents may con-
tinue to sign pctit ions, cvcn though thcir
jobs becornc irnrncdiatcly lorfcit, but-and
of this I arn sure, after talking ro numbcrs
of thcm-the sarnc parcnts aren't going to
follow throrrgh with any rneaningful at-
tcmpt actual l l , to cnrol l  thc: i r  c l t i ldren i r r
the dominantly Negro counties.
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I am not prophesving whar is coing to
happen in othcr Southcrn regions. But in-
tcgration is not going to becomc a reality
in thc black belts of Mississippi, Alabama,
South Carol ina,  Louis iana ard Ceorgia or
in nrany arcas in other Southcrn states un-
tj l  and unlcss thc whitc pcoplc of those
states change thcir miDds-rrhich isn't
l ikcly for a long time to come.

Nor in my sta(e is there much likelihood
of rvidespread asscrtion by the Ncgro citi-
zen of his right to the ballot. An amend-
ment 1o (irc statc conslitution, as prcviously
notcd, pernrits virtual disenfranchiscnrcnt
of any cit izcns by any regisLrar rvho wishes
to cxcrcisc the right of challengc u'hich it
grants him. Thc ccononric club, u4rich
hangs over the count ics rv i t l r  Ncgro major i -
t ies, wil l takc carc of most would-Irc voters
anway.

And to judgc fron thc record to date,
those who shudder at thc possibil i ty of
equal justicc for all men in Nlississippi also
havc nothing to fcar. That record indicates
that therc wil l continuc to bc almost no
possibil i ty for a white man, found guiltv of
a crime against a Negro, to reccivc a pcn-
alty as scvere as is mcted out to a Negro lor
thc samc oflcnse against a whitc.

Why is all this so? Lct's talk in pcrccnt-
agcs, thc factor which our crit ics elsewhere
most often ove rlook. Mississippi has still the
highcst proportion of Ncgroes to whitcs in
thc United Statcs, and the pressure of num-
bcrs rcmains thc plincipal gaugeof tolerancc
cvcrywhcrc. Thc l)crcentage is dccrcasing
radically. Ncverthclcss, in rrorc than hall
of Mississippi's countics, Ncgrucs f<rrrn a
majority of frorn anywhere fr(m 55 to al-
m0st aO p('r retrt. ID tlrcse saul' cour[ics
thc pcrccntage ol educatcd Ncgrocs is thc
lowcst in thc statc and by far the lowest in
thc South and the nation. More Ncgro
Mississippians rvork as farm and plantation
laborers, proportionately, than in any other
stat€; and thc classic relation of landowner
to plantation worker is not conducive to
rnutual rcspect. MississipPi has almost the
highest pcrccntage of rural to urban dwcll-
ers, anothcr factol unhcll>ful to modcration
of attitudcs. According te a reccnt ncws
story, 65 out of | 0(l Mississippi college grad-
uatcs go clscwhcrc to scck thcir forturrcs,
which has an obvious mcaning ifcducation
itsclf has meaning. Perccntage-wise, as has
bcen alrcady pointcd out, Mississippi has
the lowest pcr-capita incomc and ncarly
the highcst ratc of i l l i tcracy in the nation.
The cultural lag bctwcen rlre two races in
Mississippi is wider than that bctwecn any
other sizablc racial groups in the nation,

And over and abovc all these lactors and
others is thc emotional conviction of a ma-
jorit l of Mississippians tlrat ours is a rrris-
understmd and abuscd state.
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But r l r t : r 'c  arc l iopt :1ul  s igns too. Nr ' r ls-  \

papers thrivc Lrlx)n tl lc sti lrt l ine. thc dra-
mat ic.  thc t ragic.  t l re v io lcnt  and the chal-
Icnging. Thcl '  gcncr:1l ly tcnd tc> play doul
tlrc good side <tl thc cvcrl 'da1 reu,s. I
would l ikc to i l lustratc tlr is by l isting a [<:rv
happenings in \,I ississippi rvhi<:h took placc
at about the sanlc tirnc as the Til l tr ial.
They arc l irnitccl in nultlter bccausc thcv
arc takcn entirel), l i 'on thc fi lcs of my orvn
srnall papr.

\Mthiu this short period a rrhite girl
r iskcd hcr l i lc to rcscuc:r Negro child frrln
t l rc r iver in which Emnrct t  . f i l l 's  body,was
found. . . . Our torvn raist:d sufi icicnt funcls,
anrouDting to nrolc than $.2tlcx), donatcd bv
b()th ra(:cs, to scnd our Nt.gro high-school
baud to Ncw York-{ht: onll band invitcd
frorrr  t l rc statc rr f  \ ' l iss issippi- t ,  part i t i ,
pr t ' .  in th, .  N,.qr o Elks Convcnr iorr  I ' r r -
radc. . . . Orrr school board arrthorized thc
construction of thc rhird Ncgro school ro bc
built in our l i tt lc citv sincc \Akrrld \\rar
IL .  .  .  A sc '  or td Ncgro staf l  p l r rs ic iarr  uas
appointcd to thc state nrcntal lrosl; ital. . . .
A ncw Ncgro assjstant countt 'agcnt rc-
ported for duty in our count\,) and our
nervspapcr publishcd his picturc and an ac-
count of II is bar:kground, which inc:ludcs
st:rvice irr Korca. . . . \{c publishcd also a
threc-colurnn picture arrd story about a
f<lrrncr Negro sltarecropper in our county
who is grossing $2oo a day with a urechani-
cal cottonpickcr rvhich hc bought in uscd
condirion lof $.' l(xx).

' l 'hcrc are othr:r lbrt cs at rvolk in Missis-
sippi u'hich can tcnrpcr arrd utay cvcntu-
al ly end this conf i ic t .

Nonr;rl human rcvulsion against unfair-
ness ulay lrc onc such forcc. I l thc wakc of
thc rrass r)rccting in Mississiplt i 's Holrncs
County, at which thc doctor and plant^ tion
managcr wcre told to lcave thc state, thcrc
came reports that at lcast a rninority of
t l rose t i t izcns l ) rcscnt at  thr  n)ccr iug \ !crc
ashanrcd. Therc is also rlrc very lrturan dil-
f iculty to rcrlain inccrrsc<l ancl cotrrbativr:
rvlten no rcal cnemy prt'sents itscll.

Two othcr f<rrccs mal, bccorrrc mtl c cf-
fcctivc in tirnc. Onc is cconornic, thc othcr
s1:iritual. Many successful, busincssrnindcd
Mississiltpians know that thc pr(:sent srtua-
tion can bc greatly hannlul to our statc's
worth-wll i lc and intcll igcntly conccircd pro-
gram to balance our agric ultural cconomy
with industry. Alrcady Mississippi has at-
tracted sint:c World War II ncarly IOO rna-
.jor industrics, sorne of them rvitb branch
plants and othcrs which havc complctcly
rooted thcrnsclves in Mississippi. The;' have
cornc for a nurnbcr of rcasons: a plcntiful
and wil l ing labor supply, availabil ity of
Larv rn;r tc l i : r ls ,  r r . r r '  r r r ; r rkets,  ; r  cr ' r r l , "nr t i r t
plant-building p.ograrn, and so ou. In
many instanccs they havc come in scarr:h of
pcar c. for lrhirrd tlrcm wcre thc mclnories
and tbe rcalit ics of labor turrnoil. ' Ihcsc
newcorners do not want to cxchangc onc
sort of stt i le for anothcr. I think rhat our
rnorc rcsponsiblc le:rdcrs are bccorling
aware of t lr is.

Ancl thcrc is:r sccortrl, and potcntially
thc most irnportant factor, thc spiritual
force about which onc slteaks gingcrlv and
cvcn scl[-r 'onscior rsly. Tlrc Sou tlr lras a rqru-
tatioo for bcing religiotrs. ln rlrc black-bclt
coullt ics sornc of Lhc clcrgy, cspccially thc
youngcr clcrgy, rnay be skcptical as to thc
depth and brcadth of the South's religious
impulscs, lor manv ol thern havc cither
bccn silenccd or simply cxiled bccausc tlrey
have spokcn for man's unity. But this spirit-
ual rescrvoir, ncvcrthelcss cxists. The Chris-
tiau world knows that ir wil l cndurc, de-
spite the silencing or banislunent of clcrgy-
mcn.

Meanrvhilc, ours is a bcsieged statc, but
one not irrcli lcd to surrcndcr. No onc should
cxPect that a decision of a Suprcme Court
can soon or conclusivcly changc a rvholt:
people's thinking. That must be unclcr-
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"Look at it this lvay-now you have
company on your long walks."
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